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REFERENCES TO THE CHART. 

Figure 1. (in black square)—Palo Alto, where 
was fought the battle of 8th May, 13 
miles from Point Isabel. 

2. do. Resaca de la Palma—battle ground 
9th May, three miles N. of Matamoros. 
a. Matagorda Island and Aransas Inlet. 
b. St. Joseph’s Island, south of which 

Espirtu Santo and Mustang Island. 

Corpus Christi Inlet, south of -Mus- 

tang Island, draws four feet water. 

. McGowan’s bluff. 

. Kenney’s Rancho. 

e. Shoals. 

Mud Island, surrounded by shoals.— 

At its south east extremity is an in- 
let, which lies south of the Brassos 
Island and between Brassos Island 
and the main delta of the Rio Grande 
called Bocca Cuica, ‘(small mouth.)* 
g. g- Low. flat grounds. . 

Into the shoal at the south west extremity of 
Lacuna Mapnre,another channel of the Rio Grande 
enters, which is not delineated on the chart. It 
starts from the main channel at a point (Pondo), 
between Barita and Matamoros, and when the 
river is very high this channel has some eighteen 
inches of water. In common it is converted into 
an expanded marsh. When the river is very low, 
it is entirely dry. 

The Laguna Madre, or Lago del Santander—ig 
about 90 miles in length, and has generally about 
two feet depth of water. It is bounded on the east 
by the Island Padre Vayin, or Padre Bayin, or as 
generally called, Padre Island. Besides the Olmos 
and Rioor Sal Colorado, other streams flow into it, 
the San Fernando, the St. Gertrude, &c. &c. 

Brassos Santiago, is about 5 miles from Point 
Isabel, and in lat. 26° 16’ long. 97° 12’ west from 
Greenwich, or 20° 12' west of Washington city, as 
represented in the chart. There are from three to 
sans six feet water within, and 7} to 8 feet without its 
any bar. There is from three to six feet water from 
ands thence to, : 
tual | — er from _ two wo ore sketched 

: , , ' upon the chart, to Matamoros. By the southern 

Phi- = 23° W. a> 23°W : hed the distance is 27 miles, by the other 35 miles. 
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r 94 The former pursued by general Taylor’s army, is 
intersected by one or two small streamlets flowing 
res into the Rio Grande. 
ntry Bocca Chica, (the narrow mouth), at the south 
1 ae end of Brassos Island, has, approaching it, succes- 
a it. sively 3,2 and 8 feet water. From{this point three 
roads diverge, viz. One southwardly to Las Ta- 
raesas,—one southwestwardly 6 miles to Barita and 
inst., whence it passes 30 miles more, to Matamoros, and 
lev. one due west, a wagon route, which after crossing 
share the 2d pass to the Rio Grande in a@ direct line to 
enty. Matamoros, follows the northern shore of that river 
Balti- to the point where now stands the American en 
it ne trenchments. 
»f the The Rio Grande, at its first pass, or main outlet, 
ne to has five feet water. We have stated above, that 
r. even at high water the second pass has but 18 
y- inches. The territory or Delta between the two 
the passes, is separated from the Island of Brassos, by 
tin the Bocca Chica. [ ; 
of Matamoros is situated in latitude 259 53° 2 and 
long. 21° west. of Washington. 
f Ro \ters from officers of the army represent 
and is their march from Corpus Carist: to Matamoros to 
uarter have been one of 120, and in some cases as high as 
150 miles. Whether gen. ‘Taylor pursued what is 
saat bi called the old direct road,—which is sketched upos 
ith va the map,—or whether, as we apprehend, he took 
um ber anotber route which Jed him to Isabel and thence 
ng ed to Matamoros thus by sinuosities increasing the 
kels distance, we are not confident. The Nueces is 
stated to be generally about 90 miles from the 
yess: | Rio Grande. West of Reynaso, is Monterey, 
»w OF- — 
sJuabdle | References to the chart of Matamoros. 
testis | A. Port. 
-¢ with | B. Tower. 
to the | ©. Road to Monterey. 
ong the D. Sand bag battery, gun gnd mortar. 
are the P FE. Battery of eight guns. 
ind W- | SCALE J MILE G. Battery of -five guns, 9.and 6 Ib. ers. 
hee L L H. Road to Rhinoso. 
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Geocrapny OF THE Seat or War—Distance, from 
Point Isabel to Matamoros by land, 27 miles, do. by 
water 90 miles. 

From Matamoras to Corpus Christi, by land 100 
miles, by the old road. An officer in General Taylor’s 
army mentions that the distance was 150 miles by 
the route the army marched. 

From Matamoras to the city of Mexico 1000 miles; 
there is a good’ road, with eight or ten military posts 
along the route, = 

From Matamoros to the mouth of the Rio Grande 
by the river, is variously stated, from 60 to 90 miles; 
in direct-line, about 30 miles 

From’ Point Isabel to New Orleans, by sea 802 
miles | 

From Point Isabel to Galveston, by water, 320 
miles — 

From New Orleans to Vera Cruz, 1,500 miles. 

From Vera Cruz w. n. w. to the city of Mexico is 
180 miles. 

From Yucatan to the city of Mexico 900 miles. 

From Brassos St. Jago to Point Isabel at its w. n. w. 
5 miles. 

From Metamorgs eastward to the village of La 
Barita, 30 miles by land. 

From La Barita, N. Eastward to Brassos & or 
10 miles. , 

Santa Fe is n. n. w. of the city of Mexico, on the 
Rio Grande, above Metamoros, and its distance from 
Mexico is about 1131 miles, n. n. w.—and from St. 
Louis is about 830 miles, and from New Orleans 
1020 miles n. w., population about 4 or 5000. 


The Rio Grande, Rio del Norte or Rio Bravo, different 
names by which the same river is known, rises in the 
Southern slope of the Rocky Mountains, near the 
head waters of the Arkansas river, pursues a course 
nearly due South for a distance of 2000 miles, to the 
Gulf of Mexico. Its course is in good part through 
a thinly peopled desert, in some places mountainous, 
in others composed of wide, sterile plains. Valuable 
mines of gold and silver exist in the province of Santa 
Fe, some 1,500 miles from its mouth. The River 
is generally rapid and rocky, rendering navigation 
dangerous if not impossible. 

Twenty years ago attempts were made, and several 
times since, with steam boats to navigate it, but 
Matamoros, some 60 miles from its mouth, by the 
winding of the river, or 30 or 40 miles in direct line 
from the coast, is the usual head of navigation—and 
even that distance, boats of very light draft only can 
be used. 
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From the New Orleans Picayune, May 17. 

The Road to Mexico. A friend has furnished us 
from his route book with the distance from San An- 
tonio, Texas, to the city of Mexico, including all the 
intermediate halting places. Just at this moment it 
possesses very considerable interest, for we continu- 
ally have questions put to us as to the distance from 
point to point in Texas and Mexico. They are giv- 
en from, the; journal of an actual! traveller, and the 
recruits, who have not yet left here may improve the 
opportunity of the eeoeee to Brazos Santiago to 


eevee which they may have to traverse: 
’ L from yer RY to the following places. 





. Miles. 
Rio Grande at the } 1509 | Hacienda San Juan } 5. 
Presidio de Vanegas 

San Juande Nava 22] Village of Cadral 10 
San Fernando: 15.\| Town of Mataguala 20 
San Juande Mata 15| Hac. Represadara 25 
Rosita 23.) * Laguna Seca 20 
River Sabinas 35 | Village of Benado 30 
Hacienda of Alamas 2U | Hacienda Bocas 33 
” Encines 20 ae Penasco 20 
ss Herm'nes 15 | City San Luis Potosi 10 
€ Ajuntas © 23 -— 
Townof Monciava 17 800 
—— | Hacienda Pila 15 
355 | Town of Jeral 30 
Castano 10 | Hacienda Cubo 20 
Ranche, of Bajan 30:| Town of Dolores 35 
Tank of San Felipe 33} “ S Miguel Gr’de 30 
Hacienda Anelo 20°} Hacienda Santa Rosa 34 
‘.  Messia 22 | City of Queretero 13 
Village Capellanillo 25 -— 
Saltillo 10 | 977 
~— | Hacienda.Colorado 15 
505 | Town San Juan del 28 

Hacienda Agua Nueva 15 Rio . 
‘© _[ncarnacion 35 | Hac. ArroyaSaco 30 
oe San Salvad’r30 | Village of Tula 30 
6 Salado 22 | City of Mexico 50 
Rancho las Ancinas 607 | 1130 
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The City of Mexico, has'a popwation of 180,000.— 
Temptations similar to those with which Cortes in- 
spired his Spanish followers three hundred years ago 
to follow him to. the “Halls. of the Montezuma” are 
now loudly trumpeted for the purpose of inciting 
volunteers to undertake another subjugation of the 
devoted people that populate that lovely region. 


Says a New York paper “High mountains rise in 
the distance on all sides of the city, but the location, 
although under the Tropic of Cancer, is remarkable 
for its salubrity, and in summer the extreme ‘heat is 
less severe than in New York or Philadelphia. The 
city is approached by excellent roads which branch 
out in.every direction, and on which are transported 
the ores and bullion from some hundred of the richest 
mines in the world. The magnificence of the prin- 
cipal edifices—-some- being furnished’ with gold and 
silver ornaments, valued at many millions, and con- 
taining rich treasures hid away by the avaricious— 
has excited the admiration of all travellers. Yet, 
with all her riches; Mexico is poor. Her people are 
kept in ignorance by the tyranny of a few, and their 
wealth is carried off to other lands, to swell the gains 
of trade and commerce, which they are not permitted 
to enjoy. The poor Mexican crawls listlessly over 
neglected silver mines, lost in the contemplation of 
his own abject condition. ‘The iron hand of despotism 
is upon him!” . 





Health on the Rio Grande—The best defence of Mexico. 
The Washington correspondence of the Journal of 
Commerce says, that when Almonte was here as 
Minister from Mexico it was remarked to him that in 
case of a war between the United States and Mexico, 
the Mexicans would have nothing to oppose to the 
overwhelming power and force of the United States. 
General Almonte replied—“it is a mistake, we have 
the ‘‘vomito” alias, Yellow Fever. 


This potent arm will, no doubt, be relied on by 
Mexico, in the movements now going on. If our 
troops shall be kept on the Rio Grande through the 
summer, they may fall into the snare which Almonte 
designated for them.” 


The Washington Union, on the contrary, says:— 
“We are informed by an intelligent physician, who 
was a native of this city, but who resided for severa] 
years to the west of the Rio Grande, who married a 
Mexican lady, who was an United States consul, prac- 
tised physic several years in the vicinity of Matamo- 
ras, and is intimately acquainted with the climate, as 
well as the habits of the Mexicans, that although at a 
certain season of the year it is unhealthy at Matamor- 
as and on the immediate borders of the river, yet that 
several miles from it, the ague and fever is unknown. 
The climate for several miles beyond, away-off-te-the. 
west, is remarkably healthy, and that no such humbug 
ought to prevent the troops.of the United States from 
visiting this interesting region of the earth.” 





Look out Ahead!—The New Orleans Tropie of the 
Sth instant says: 

‘‘We were talking yesterday with an. officer of one 
of our volunteer corps, and he informed us that there 
was not a man in his regiment that knew any thing a- 
bout geography, or any difference between the soils east or 
west of the Rio Grande. Wehear of new Republics 
spoken of in Mexico, and we saw two candidates for 
Governors for these new Republics. The events of 
the future open with singular magnificence.” 


-_-—— 


ON FOREIGN INFLUENCES AND OPINIONS IN MEXICO. 

Wiley & Putnam, New York, have in press “Re. 
collections of Waddy Thompson, esq., late minister 
to Mexico.” ‘The following extract from a_proof- 
sheet of the work we find in the New York Mirror. 
Perhaps no man in this country has had a better 


opportunity to form a correct opinion in the premi-|4 


ses—few better qualified to judge—none more truly 
American in feeling. His facts may be relied upon, 
| his conclusions are entitled to the highest considera- 
tion. 

“There is a great mistake, I think, in the opinion 
which is general in this country of the great aseend- 
ency of English influence in Mexico, It is true that 
Mr. Pakenham had much influence there, whieh his. 
great worth and frank and honorable character will 
give him anywhere; but my opinion is, that the gen-| 
eralfeeling of the Mexicans towards the p / 
unfriendly. ‘They have a well—grounded jealousy of 
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most enlightenéd men, England is the very last pow- 
er to which the Mexicans would transfer California 
or any other portion of their territory. I am quite 
sure that they would prefer. that it should be an in. 
dependent power, than to have any connexion or de. 
pendence of any sort upon England. The most vaj- 
uable of the Mexican mines are owned and workeq 
by English companies, and at least two thirds of the 
specie which is exported goes into the hands of the 
English. The British government keeps two officers, 
or agents, in Mexico, with high salaries, to attend to 
this interest alone. It is with the money thus de. 
rived that the English establishments on this conti. 
nent atid in the West Indies are supported. 

The-amount of the specie annually obtained from 
Mexico is more than half as great as that which js 
kept at one time in the Bank of England. The stop. 
page of this supply would very much derange the 
whole monetary system of England; ow this account, 
it is to be apprehended that in the event of a war 
between the United States and Mexico, that England 
would very soon be involved in it. If the coast of 
Mexico should be blockaded, England will demand 
that the line of steampackets to Vera Cruz should be 
exempted from its operations. These packets, al. 
though commercial vessels, possess a sort of quasi- 
government character. This, of course, our govern- 
ment could not concede; and the interruption of the 
regular supply of the precious metals from Mexico 
would be most disastrously felt in England. Know- 
ing all this, I was well satisfied that all that we have 
heard about England stimulating Mexico to declare 
war against this country was ridiculously absurd.— 
Such a war would injure England more than either 
of the belligerents. All her interests are opposed 
to it, unless, indeed, she intended to participate 
in that war. 1 have the best reasons for -saying 
that there is no other power in the world with which 
England would not prefer to engage in a war; not 
that she fears us, for England fears no nation, nor 
combination of nations, as al) her history proves; but 
such a war would be, more than any other, disas- 
trous to her commercial, manufacturing, and all 
other industrial pursuits. 


England has no single motive for a war with us. 
Jt is not of this country she is jealous, but of the 
northern despotism of Europe, and mainly of Russia, 
and has been so since the seizure of the fortress of 
Aczaco, in 1788, And well muy England and all 
Europe tremble under the shadow of that terrible 
military despotism now holding one eighth of the 
territory of the globe, and continually extending ils 
limits and its power. All the wars of the present 
century which have weakened other European pow- 
ers have resulted in the aggrandizemeut of Russia. 
The government is not only a despotism, but essen- 
tially a military despotism. The studies in which 
her people are educated are principally those of wir 
and diplomacy. Russia and the Uhited States are 
antipodes and antagonists. The wise und far-seeing 
statesmen_of England see this and cajculate, as weil 
they may, upon our sympathy, in a conflict with 
Russia. l repeat, England wants no war with us, 
although we may force her into one. ‘That old and 
haughty natioh proud in arms’ will never submit to 
injustice or insult. But to return from this perhaps 
uncalléd—for digression to the jealousy of England 
Which is teltin Mexico. , 


A- leading amember of thd Mexican cabinet once 
said to me that, he believed thal the tendency of 
things was towards the aunexation of Texas to the 
United States, and that he greatly preferred that re- 
sult either to the separate independence of Texas, 
or any conuexion or dependence of | exas upon Eng- 
land; that if Texas was an independent power, 
other departments of Mexico would unite with it 
either voluptarily or by conquest, and that if there 
was any connexion between ‘texas and England, that 
English manufactures. and merchandise would be 
smuggled into Mexico through Texas, to the ulter 
ruin of the Mexican manufactures and revenue. 

In one of my last interviews with Santa Anna | 
mentioned this conversatiom .He said with great ve- 
hemence, that he ‘would war forever for the recon- 
uest of Texas, and that if he died in his senses, his 
last words should be an exhortation to-his country- 
men never to abandon the effort to reconquer te 
country,’ and added, ‘You, sir, know very well that 
to sigh a treaty for the alienation of Texas, would 
be the same thing as signing the death warrant of 
Mexico,’ and went-on to say that ‘by the same pro- 
cess we would take one after the other of the Mex'- 
can provinces until we bad them all.’ {could not, in 
‘sincerity, say that I thought otherwise; but I do not 
know that the annexation of Texas will hasten that 
event. That our language and jaws are destined to 
pervade this.coptinent, | regard as more certain than 
rany other event which is in the future. Our race 
Vhas neyersput its foot upon a soil which it has ‘not 





capital gives them; and, if the feelings of the Mexi« 





the Bie and increasing power which their largé 


can people were consuited, or the opinions of thess 


only kept but has advanced, J.mean not our English 
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ancestors only, but that great Teuton race from 
which we have both descended. 

There seems to be a wonderful adaptation of the 
English,people to the purpose of colonization. The 
English colony of convicts at New South Walesis a 
more posperous community than any colony of any 
other country. That the Indian race of Mexico 
must recede before us, is quite as certain as that is 
the destiny of our own Indians; who, in a military 

int of view, if in no other, are superior to them. 
| do not know what feelings toward us in Mexico 
may have been produced by recent events, but what- 
ever they may be, they will not last long; and I be- 
lieve that the time is not at all distant, when all the 
northern departments of Mexico, within a hundred 
miles of the city, will gladly take refuge under our 
more stable institutions, from. the constant succes- 
sion of civil war to which that country seems to be 
destined. The feeling is becoming a pretty general 
one amongst the enlightened and patriotic, that they 
are not prepared for free institutions, and are inca- 
pable themselves of maintaining them, There is 
yery great danger that the drama may close. there, 
as it has so often done in other countries, with anar- 
chy ending in despotism,—such is the natural swing 
of the pendulum. The feeling of all Mexicans to- 
ward us, until the revolution in Texas, was one of 
unmixed admiration; and it is our high position 
among the nations, and makes our mission all the 
more responsible, that every people struggling to be 
free, regard us With the same feelings—we are in- 
deed ‘the looking-glass in which they dress them- 
selves.” Asa philanthropist, I have deeply deplored 
ihe effects of the annexation of Texas upon the feel- 
ings, of the people of all classes in Mexico towards 
this country, as diminishing their devotion to repub- 
lican institutions; this should not be so, but it will 
be. Ours is regarded as the great exemplar repub- 
lic in Mexico, as everywhere else, and the act which 
they regard as such an outrage, must have the pre- 
judicial effect which I have indicated—still more 
will that effect be to be deprecated, if it should 
throw Mexico into the arms of any great European 
power. 

The northern departments of Mexico contain all 
the mines, and more of the wealth of the country 
than any others; and they all hang very loosely to 
the confederacy;—they receive no earthly benefit 
from the central government, which, in truth, they 
only know in its exactions. All the money collect- 
ed from them is expended. in the city and elsewhere, 
and they have not even the satisfaction of knowing 
that it is beneficially or even honestly used. ‘The 
security which would be given to property, as well 
as its great enhancement in value, would be power- 
ful inducements with all the owners of large estates 
which are now comparatively valueless. The only 
obstacle that I know of to such a consummation, in- 
finitely desirable in my judgment, to the people of 
those departments, less su to us, would be in the in- 
fluence of the priesthood. They are well aware 
that such a measure might very soon be fatal, not 
only to their own supremacy, but that of the Catho- 
lic religion also,—but they would have on the other 
hand a powerful motive in the security which it 
would give them to their large church property—no 
motive but interest would have any influence with 
the people of Mexico, for they certainly do not like 
Us. Their feelings toward us imay be summed up in 
wo words, jealousy and admiration,—they are not 
going to deciare war against us, | have never doubt- 
td fora moment about that. Public opinion in Mex- 
100, to all practical purposes, means the opinion of 
Ne army, and the very last thing which the army 
desires, ig such a war,—nor do | believe that one 
Mexican in a thousand does, however they may 
Yaunt and bluster—just as a frightened school boy 
Whistles as he passes a graveyard in the night. 1 
have just as little idea that they will negotiate now, 
or until matters are adjusted between Kugland and 
his country. 4 doubt: whether they will do so even 
then, for the government of Mexico owes our citi- 


rom us for their quit—claim to, Texas and Mexico, 
herefore, will have no motive to negotiate as long 
48 she is not pressed for these claims; and the re- 
‘loration of official intercourse is not of the slightest 
Colsequence to her... ‘I'he few Mexicans who would 
‘ome here, would be in no danger of being oppress- 
“v, aid nothing would be more convenient to Mexico 
‘han that we should have fo minister there to trou- 
le the government with complainis. 





PAREDES, THE PRESIDENT OF MEXICO. 
, heral ‘Thompson, invhisiwork recently pubhish- 
ral Sew Recoilections of Mexico,” says that Gen- 
yy? aredes 13 a man of talents and acquirements 
ade prokession, and is spoken of as a gentleman 
ad patriot. Paredes, Valencia, and Cawalizo were: 


under Bustamente. ‘Paredes ‘and Valencia went 
over.to Santa Anna, and thereby consummated the 
overthrow of Bustamente’s government, Canalizo 
adhered with a noble fidelity to the fortunes 
chief, and after Bustamente was vanquished, Cana-, 
lizo held out for a long time at the head.of only 
three hundred men, and by his remarkable gallantry 


As soon as Santa Anna was firmly seated in. power, 
he showered favors of all sorts upon Canalizo; 
amongst.other things, appointing him president ad 
interim during his own absence from’Mexico. He 
very soon quarrelled with Valencia and Paredes.— 
The former gaye up bis command, and the latter 
was arrested and imprisoned in the little town of 
Tula, thirty miles from Mexico. Paredes resides 
in the city of Guadalajara, where he is greatly be- 
loved and respected. The department of Guadala- 
java is in every respect the finest in Mexico, with 
more intelligence, and of course, virtae, better farms, 
a better population, and sounder political principles 
than any other. Gen. T. knew, when he left Mex- 
ico, that Paredes was only waiting for the proper 
moment to strike, and that his friends in Guadalajara 
were perfectly organized, held regularly secret 
meetings, and were also only waiting for the mo- 
ment of advantageous opportunity. This, unfor- 
tunately for himself, Santa Anna gave them, Re- 
posing in the false security whieh his flatterers 
had made him believe that ‘he enjoyed, and no 
longer apprehending any danger from Paredes, he 
appointed him governor of Sonora, a department 
upon the Pacific Ocean. On his way to his de- 
partment, Paredes passed through Guadalajara, and 
his arrival there was the signal for the pronuncia- 
mento which resulted in the defeat and overthrow 
of Santa Anna.” 











TRUE POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

The ‘Courier des Etats Unis,’ the French Journal 
published at New. York, thus discourses, in relation 
to our war with Mexico and as the. true policy and 
destiny of our republic: — 

‘The American people is the foremost among all 
people by the progress it has made in clearing the 
wilderness—in the arts of industry, and in naviga- 
tion. No other has performed so great miracles in 
so short a time. It is emphatically the people which 
improvises civilization. With its steamboats and its 
axe it has already conquered one half of a world, 
and is destined soon to conquer the other half. In- 
dustry is its genius, the fruits of the earth its arms, 
the liberty which it bears along with it, its power.— 
This liberty is the key which will open the universe 
to it. 


But one is not perfect in all things, and it is not 
given to be, at the same time, a commercial and 
free people, and a warlike and domineer ing people. 
In nations as in individuals, particular faculties can 
only acquire extreine developement at the expense 
of other faculties. Hence the Americans could not 
push so far their creations of industry and their poli- 
tical liberty, except upon the condition of having no 
militarysbudget, no regular army. They could:only 
become the strongest of people in time of peace, 
by exposing themselves to be the weakest in time of 
war. Of this, the high intelligence which distin- 
guishes them, should have convinced them, if self- 
love did not with them speak louder even than intel- 
lect. Accustomed to see every thing yield to their 
spirit of enterprize—rivers, ports, mountains, they 
have fancied that whenever they chose, they could 
extemporize an army as they extemporize a city or a 
railroad. But this 1s an error which they will disco- 
ver and deplore hereafter. Citizens are not soldiers— 
conscripts are not heroes. In every vocation an ap- 
prenticeship is needed—and that vocation, of all 
others, most needs this apprenticeship, which puts at 
hazard one’s life. 


“The political and social organization of the Unit- 
ed States has, moreover, this inconvenience—the 
shade to its brightness—that the military career be- 
ing the’most neglected of all, the least honored be- 
cause it is the least productive, the Jeast in harmony 
with the instinctively pacific sentiments of the 
inasses, it is a sort of last refuge for the worst por- 
tion of; the population. Strangers to the soil, emi- 
grants without home or hearth, constitute the great- 
er portion of the enlisted men; these men are mer- 
cenaries who fight from necessity, or from the love; 
of adventure, but who have none of that love of 
country adhering to their entrails sicut ossa cuti.— 
Such men in fceing from the enemy, have no con- 
sciousness of carrying off on the soles of their feet 
the honorof theircountry. It is not with such de- 
fenders that either great things, or even good things 
are done. -* * * * * 
Since then such is the system of the couuiry, ils 





© three geverals in the moe ™ important commands 


of his. 


obtained the soubriquet of the ‘‘Lion of Msxico,”—> 


feebleness, and its force and act in conformity.—. 
Having raised on the soil temples to all the gods 
except the god of war, there ‘should be the rarest 
possible recourse to his. intercession—the: combats 
should be not with the ‘sword, but seit th plough, 
which is your weapon—conquer ioe weeks not by; 
armies, but by emigration, industry.and , the-hardy., 
pioneers of the wilderness. In. the. expansive force. 
of your arms:and your ideas lies all your-power, and 
if that power, is less rapid than ‘that of the ¢annon, | 
it is more sure and’ irresistible. ‘Texas:furnishes‘a.. 


west pour itself out into Texas, nothia could check} 
their progress, and they conquered it for you. And, 
now when government action, is substituted in the. 
same country for sn Vda, and, agains «the same; 
enemy, you are conquered! It .is becausein_ the) 
United States the government.is nothing, the indiyi-~. 
dual every thing. » ud fh +. iret 
Since his accession to power, Mr..Polle-has mis-.. 
apprehended this’ great organic Leber tu ‘Ameri-+! 
| can society. He was for hurrying its march, and. 
cutting the two knots of Texas and Oregon, which, 
time of itself would have untied... What isthe ré-, 
sult of this unnatural policy? That,the United Sta 
are at this moment placed in a position which may,. 
| become excessively critical for them, for it may,ex- 
pose them at the same time to:the two, most,dange~ 
rous wars they could be called‘ upon to meet... Ini 
seeing what the mere commencement of a struggle: 
with such an enemy as Mexico has already occa- 
sioned of embarrassment and expense—in.perceiv-. 
ing the difficulties of meeting the Gemratie? f-a sin- 
gle contest—one is tempted to ask with dread, what 






Mexican invasion in the south, a Canadian invasion; 
at the north, and the attacks of the British fleets on: 
the seaboard?, Fortune which has so long! shown 
herself propitious to the United States—fortune: 
which loves youth—among people as among kings: 
—as Louis XIV. when a sexagenarian, moyrifualy 
remarked, will spare the Americans this trial—but’ 
no thanks therefore to the policy of Mr. Poll; his 
policy is grogsly blundering.. That whjch Mr, Cal- 
-houn, from the beginning of the Oregon question, 
has proclaimed under the title of ‘masterly inaeti- | 
vity,” is the only true policy—the. only logical one 
—the only one in harmony with American institu- 
tions, and their actual military organization. The: 
mission of Americans is that of pacific conquerors—~ 
their institutions are to spread, as spread the waves , 
by the simple Jaw of the level—their dominion is 
destined to grow by affinity, by alluvion—the whole 
of North Ameriea is their-certain patrimony; and 
none but a madman buys with blood ‘what is in. 
fact a portion of his own inheritance. : 

The N. York Courer & Enquirer, ons inséfting the 
above adds:— at oa 
“There is wisdom and truth in these reflections 
which no false shame should deter us from acknow- 
Jedging, nor from duly weighing—because they are 
traced by a foreign pen. Yet. it is quite obvious to 
remark, that because—owing to. the  unprepared-. 
ness which, for the causes so well delineated: in the . 
foregoing extract, will always excite in a republic 
at the outset of a conflict our arms suffera defeat, 
our military movements are slow and unskilfal, and 
our resources are with difficulty brought into play— 
it by no means'follows that when the nation is tho- 
roughly aroused, and buckles on its armor in earn- 
est—the samejenergy and enterprise which gives 
such efficiency to its labors of peace will not render 
it equally daring, persevering, and formidable in war. 
But we thoroughly agree with our French contem- 
porary that war is not our vocation and that even 
successful war, by demoralizing the people and giv- 
ing them the taste and love for military glory—can- 
not but be unfavorable to the duration of liberty and 
of republican institutions.” na he 


CAPTURE OF GEN+ VEGA BY°CAPTs Mate 

The battle commenced by: heavy cannonading on 

both sides.. Gen. Taylor, m passing: his dines, ac- 

costcd Capt.’ May of the 2d.dragoons, and told him, 
—‘Your regiment has never done anything yet—... 
you must take that battery.” He said nothing, but 

turnéd to his command and said—“*We must take 

that battery—follow!” He made a charge with three 

cOmpanies—at least the cemainder of three ——— 

nies—supported by the 5th and. 8th Fegiments of In- 

fantry. ‘hey cleared the breastwork, rode over the 

battery, wheeled and came throygh . the, aye he 

lines, whilst the fire of the rab was so deadly 

in its éffect as to carry all before it. Capt, May 

made a cut at ati officer as he charged thnpugh a. 
his return, he found him standing betw: sk ue 
wheels—fighting like a hero. He ordered him to 
surrender. He was asked if he was an: officer?— 
Capt. May answered him in the afGrmative, when he 
presented his sword; remarking, “You receive Gen. 





rulers should at least comprehend at once both its 


Vega a prisoner of war.” 


proof in point. While you were content to let the’ 


would happen if we had to repel at the same time.a.,. 
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; tof dragoons cvthoraed bythe act of Bey 1, 
Brevet i General Zacuary Tartor, to be 
maj Lene he, by: brevet, to take rank as 


AproinTMENTs, by and with the advice and consent of 
6. 


such from of the battle of Rasaca de la Palma, 
9th May, 1 tion confirmed unanimously. 
Persifer F. of Louisiana, to be colonel. 


John C. Fremont, of the army, to be lieutenant col- 


e S. Burbridge, of Kentucky, to be major. 
illiam ring, of Florida, to be captain. 
inslow F’. Sanderson, of Ohio, to be captain. 
Samuel H. Walker, of Texas, to be captain. 

Henry B. Pope, of Kentucky, to be captain. 

B. Crittenden, of Kentucky, to be captain. 
T. Mason, of Virginia, to be captain. 

John 8. Simonson, of Indiana, to be captain. 

John B. of Illinois, to be captain. 

Bela M. H of Miseouri, to be captain. 

Stephen S. ker, of Arkansas, to be captain. 

Benjamin S. of Iowa, to be first lieutenant. 

Thomas Ewell, of Tennessee, to be first lieutenant. 

Anqen Porter, of Pennsylvania, to be first lieutenant. 

ichael E. Van Buren, of Michigan, to be first lieu- 
t. 

*"rlewellen Jones, of New York, to be first lieutenant. 
Noah Newton; of Ohio, to be first lieutenant. 
Thomas Duncan, ef Illinois, to be first lieutenant. 
Wm. W. Taylor, of Indiana, to be first lieutenant. 
Andrew J. Lindsay, of Mississippi, to be first lieu- 

t. 

eorobn G. Walker, of Missouri, to be first lieutenant. 
Spear S. Tipton, of Indiana, to be first licvtenant. 
Thomas Claiborne, jr., of Tennessee, to be second 

he yehomas G. Rhett, of South Carolina, to be second 

lheutenant. ; 
Charles L. Denman, of New York, to be second lieu- 
eT Washington L. Elliott, of Pennsylvania, to be second 
lieutenant. { rey 
Thomas Davis, of Illinois, to be second lieutenant. 
George McLane, of Maryland, to be second lieuten- 
es Se Morris, of the Dist: ict of Columbia, to be se 
ieut t. 

creole Rasee, of Ohio to be second lieutenant. 
Francis S. K. Russell, of Michigan, to be second lieu- 

we May, of the District of Columbia, to be second 


lieutenant. 


MILITARY STORE-KEEPER. 
James G. Sturgeon, to be military store-keeper, vice 
Richard B. Butler removed. 


wr 





THE Pity "NT OF THE Unitep Srares. Large 
powers ha¢. ‘ear been conferred upon the presi- 
dent, towaradea! maucting the war with Mexico. 


Funds. We isons of dollars have been appro- 
priated, and placed at the disposal of the president, 
for conducting the war. 


The army of the United States, of which the presi- 
dent according to the constitution, is commander in 
chief—accoruing to the bill just passed by congress 


will be augmented to about 15,000 men 
The volunteers placed at his disposal 50,000 
The navy, a8 now established 7,800 


The increase being ordered, steamers in- 
cluded will augment it at least 10,000 


ee 


82,000 


The appointing power, called into requisition for 
officering these new levies, is amongst the highest of 
executive prerogatives. Seldom, if ever has so vast 
a scope wer been in the hands of a president of 
these United Siates. 


DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL, 

Minister to Spain. The hon. Romulus M. Saun- 
ders, successor to the hen. Washington Irving, as 
minister to her Catholic majesty’s court in Spain, 
arrived at the Astor House, yesterday, en route to 
his embassy. [New York Herald May 24. 


The president of the United States has recognised 
George B. Deiter a8 consul of the republic of Vene- 
zuela for the port of New Orleans. 

NAVAL JOURNAL. 

Pacific squadron. The New York Commercial Ad- 
yertiser has advices from the squadron under com- 
modore Sleatto the Sth April—all well. A letter 
from an officer. dated Matzatlan, says—“We have 
still lying here most of the squadron, viz. Savannah 
54, Constitution 54, Warren 24, Levant 22, Ports- 


‘mouth 22, Erie 4, and the Congress 54, capt. Stock- 


ton, and the Cyane, daily expected. The Shark, 12, 
has gone to the Sandwich Islands to repair, after 
which sbe will return to the coust again.” 





were at Port Praya, Cape de 
Verds, March 12th. ae 


The Porpoise, U. S. brig lieut. com. Hunt, arrived 
at St. Domingo on the 7th instant, in 17 days from 
Havana, and 25 days from Pensacola. Officers and 
crew all well. 


China squadron. The U. S. ship of the line Colum- 
bus, com. Biddle, and the U. S. sloop of war Vin- 
cennes, capt. Paulding, were at the Bocca Tigris, 
China February 27. The former was to leave in a 
few weeks for Callao, Sandwich Islands, &c. and 
from thence home. 


The Albany, sloop of war, is to be launched at 
Brooklyn, navy yard in a few days, and fitted out 
forthwith. 


The Dale, sloop of war, capt. McKean, is under 
sailing orders for the Pacific coast, so soon as she 
can be fitted out. 


The Norfolk Beacon of the 25th says— 

Commander Garret J. Pende t has been or- 
dered to the Memphis navy yard, and Commander 
Wo. H. Gardner to the rendezvous here; Comman- 
der McKean to the sloop of war Dale; and Lieut. 
Chatard to the Water Witch to be fitted out here. 

It is said that the government intend purchasing a 
number of small vessels to run close in shore in the 
Gulf after privateersmen. 


We learn that Com. Warrington has been appoin- 
ted to bureau of ordnance, and Com. Smith to that 
of navy yards and docks. It is rumored that Capt. 
Dulany has been put on furlough. 

The steam propeller Massachusetts is now lying 
in the Potomac, between Washington and Alexan- 
dria. Com. Shubrick and Mr. Haswell, chief engi- 
neer of the navy, have visited her to report to the 
navy department whether she will suit for govern- 
ment purposes. 


REQUISITION FOR VOLUNTEERS. 
The Circular from the Department of War to the Gov- 
ernors of the several States, dated May 19th, 1846 
was accompanied with the following tables: — 
(Taste—B,) 
Volunteers io be enrolled, but not called into service 
until further orders 








States, Number of Regiments, Foot, 
Maine 1 777 
New Hampshire 1-2 390 
Massachusetts 1 777 
Rhode Island 1-2 390 
Connecticut 1-2 390 
Vermont 1-2 390 
New York 7 5,4 
New Jersey ] 77 
Delaware 1-2 a0 
Pennsylvania 6 4,662 
Maryland 2 1,554 
Virginia 3 2,331 
North Carolina 1 777 
South Carolina 1 777 
Louisiana 2 1,554 
Michigan 1 777 
Florida ]-2 390 
Iowa 1 777 
Wisconsin 1 777 
Alabama 1-2 390 

39 24,486 
[Taste—C. } 


Volunteers called for from different States for immediate 
service— Description and amount of force, 





WAR WITH MEXICO. 





(OFFICIAL.] From the hs of of May 26. 
Point Isabel, , May7, 1846. 


Sm: I tfully report that I shall march this day 
with the main body of the army, to open a communica- 
tin with Major Brown, mn gesg forward supplies of 
ordnance and provisions. the enemy opposes m 
march, in whatever force, I shall fight him. Occasional 
guns are heard in the direction of Matamoros, showing 
that everything is right in that quarter. 

Yesterday the recruits under Lieut. McPhail arrived 
here. After filling up the companies of the permanent 

arrison, (A Ist arty. and G 4th arty.,) the remainder of 
the detachment, with its peso 1 Rat placed under Ma- 
jor Munroe’s orders to assist in the defence of the depot. 

he men are yet too raw to take the field, though effi- 
cient for garrison defence. They will be permanently 
assigned as soon as practicable. __ 

The four companies of the first infantry are hourly 
expected, and will be aseasonable reinforcement. The 
first shipment of volunteers from New Orleans may also 
soon be looked for. Their arrival will enable me to 
open the river and free our communications. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obed’t. servt., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet brig’r. gen. U. S. A. com’g. 
The adjutant general of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Hea rters Army of Occupation, 
Camp at Palo Alto, Texas, May 9, 1846. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I was met near 
this place yesterday, on my march from Point Isabel, by 
the Mexican forces, and after an activn of about five 
hours dislodged them from their position, and encamp- 
ed upon the field. Our artillery, consisting of two 18 
pounders and two light batterics, was the arm chiefly 
engaged, and to the excellent manner in which it was 
manceuvered and served is our success mainly due. 

The strength of the enemy is believed to have been 
about six thousand men, with seven pieces of artillery, 
and eight hundred cavalry. His loss is probably at least 
one hundred killed. Our strength did not exceed all 
told twenty three hundred, while our loss was COMPS TR- 
tively trifling—four men killed, three officers and thirty- 
seven men wounded, several of the latter mortally. 
I regret to say that Major Ringgold, 3d artillery, and 
Capt. Page, 4th infantry, are severely wounded. Lieut. 
Luther, 2d artillery, slightly so. 

The enemy has fallen back, and it is believed has re- 
passed the river. I have advanced parties now thrown 
forward in his direction, and shall move the main body 
immediately. 

In the haste of this first report, I can only say that the 
officers and men behaved in the most admirable man- 
ner throughout the action. I shall have the pleasure of 
making a more detailed report when those ot the differ- 
ent commanders shall be received. I am, sir, very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 


Brevet brigadier general U. S. A. commanding. 
The adjutant general, U.S. army, Washington, D C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Camp at Resaca de la Palma, 3 miles from Ma- 
tamoros, 10 o’clock, p. m., May 9, 1846. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I marched with 
the main body of the army at 2 u’clock to-day, having 
previously thrown forward a body of light infantry into 
the forest, which covers the Matamoros road. hen 
near the spot where Iam encampted, my advance dis- 
covered that a ravine crossing the road had been occu- 
pied by the enemy with artillery. I immediately order- 
ed a battery of field artillery to sweep the position, flank- 
ing and sustaining it by the 3d, 4th, and Sth regiments, 
deployed as skirmishers to the right and left. heavy 
fire of artillery and of musketry was kept up for some 
time, until finally the enemy’s batteries were carried in 
succession by a squadron of dragoons and the regiments 
of infantry that were on the ground. He wassoon dri- 
ven from his position, and pursued by a squadron of dra- 

oons, battalion of artillery, 3d infantry, and a light 

atiery, to the river. Our victory has been complete.— 
Eight pieces of artillery, with a great quantity of am- 
munition, three standards, and some one hundred pri- 
soners have been taken; among the latter, General La 
Vega, and several other officers. One general] is under- 
stood to have been killed. The enemy has recrosse 
=e “inl and I am sure will not again molest us on this 

ank. 

The loss of the enemy in killed has been most severe. 
Our own has been very heavy, and | deeply regret to 
report that Lieut. Inge, 2d dragoons, Lieut, Cochran, 
4th iofantey, and Lieut. Chadbourne, 8th infantry, were 
killed on the field. Lieut. Col. Payne, 4th artillery, 
Lieut. Col. McIntosh, Lieut. Dobbins, 3d infantry, Capt. 
Hooe, and Lieut. Fowler, Sth infantry, and Capt. Mont- 

omery, Lieuts, Gates, Selden, McClay, Burbank, and 
Jordan, 8th infantry, were wounded. The extent of 
our loss in killed, and wounded is not yet ascertained, 
and is reserved for a more detailed report. 

The affair of to-day may be regarded as a proper sup- 
plement to the cannonade of yesterday; and the two 
taken together, exhibit the ess and gallantry of our 
officers and men in the most favorable light. Al! have 
done their duty, and done it nobly. It will be my pride, 
in @ more circumstantia) report of both actions, to dwel 
upon particular instances of individual distinciion. 





States. Number of regiments. Horse. Foot. 
Arkansas 11-2 789 388 
Mississippi ] - 777 
Alabama l ~ 777 
Georgia ] - 777 
Tennessee 3 789 1554 
Kentucky 3 789 1554 
Missouri I 789 - 
Illinois 3 ~ 2331 
Indiana 3 = 2331 
Ohio 3 - 2331 
Texas 1 1-2 789 388 

22 3945 13,208 
3,945 
47,153 


It me peculiar pleasure to report that the field 
worl oppoaite Matamoros has sustained itself hand- 
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somely during a cannonade and bombardment of 160 
hours. But the pleasure is alloyed with eter regret 
at the loss of its heroic and indomitable commander, 
Major Brown, who died to-day from the effect of a shell. 
His loss would be a severe one to the service at any 
time, but to the army under my orders, it is indeed ir- 
reparable. One officer and one non-commissioned offi- 
cer killed and ten men wounded, comprise all the ca- 
sualties incident to this severe bombardment. 

1 inadvertently omitted to mention the capture of a 
large number of pack mules left in the Mexican camp. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obd’t. servt., 
: Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. brig’r. general U. S. A. com’g. 
The adjutant general of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Resaco de la Palma, May il, 1846. 
(Orpvers No. 59.] 

1. The commanding general congratulates the army 
under his command upon the signal success which haa 
crowned its recent operations against the enemy. The 
coolness and steadiness of the troops during the action 
of the 8th, and the brilliant impetuosity with which the 
enemy’s position and artillery were carried on the 9th, 
have displayed the best qualities of the American sol- 
dier. ‘To every officer and soldier of his command, the 
general returns his ‘hanks for the noble manner in which 
they have sustained the honor of the service and of the 
country. While the main body of the army has been 
thus actively employed, the garrison left opposite Mata- 
moros has rendered no less distinguished service by sus- 
taining @ severe cannonade and bombardment for many 
successive days. The army and the country, while just- 
ly rejoicing in this triumph of our arms, will deplore the 
loss of many brave officers and men who fell gallantly 
in the hour of combat. 

2. It being necessary for the commanding general to 
visit Point Isabel on public business, Col. Twiggs will 
assume cominand of the corps of the army near Mata- 
moros, including the garrison of the field work. He 
will occupy the former lines uf the army, making such 
dispositions for defence and for the comfort of his com- 
mand as he may deem advisable. He will hold himself 
strictly on the defensive until the return of the com- 
ym general. 

By order of — Gen. Tayror. 

. W. J. BLISS, act. adj. general. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Point Isabel, (Texas,) May 12, 1846. 

Sir: Tam making a hasty visit to this place, for the 
purpose of having an interview with Commodore Con- 
ner, whose squadron is now at anchor off the harbor, 
and arranging with him a combined movement up the 
river. 1 avail myself of the brief time at my command 
to report that the main body of the army is now occu- 
ying its former position opposite Matamoros. The 

fexican forces are almost disorganized, and J shall lose 
no time in investing Matamoros, and opening the navi- 
gation of the river. 
_ [regret to report that Major Ringgold died the morn- 
ing of the 11th inst. of the severe wounds received in 
the action of Palo Alto. With the exception of Capt. 
Page, whose wound is dangerous, the other wounded 
officers are doing well. In my report of the second en- 
it ement, 1 accidentally omitted the name of Lieut. 

obbins, 3d infantry, among the officers slightly wound- 
ed, and desire that the omission may be supplied in the 
despatch itself. I am under the painful necessity of re- 
porting that Lieut. Blake, topographical engineer, after 
rendering distinguished service in my staff during the 
affair of the 8th inst., accidentally shot himself with a 
pistol on the following day, and expired before night. 

It has been quite impossible as yet to furnish detailed 
reports of our engagements with the enemy, ur even ac- 
curdte returns of the killed and wounded. Our loss is 
not far from 3 officers and 40 men killed, and 13 officers 
and 100 men wounded; while that of the enemy has in 
all mgm -ey 4 exceeded 300 killed; more than 200 have 
been buried by us on the two fields of battle. 

I have exchanged a sufficient number of prisoners to 
recover the command of Capt. Thornton. The wound- 

prisoners have been sent to Matamoros—the wound- 
ed officers on their parole. General la Vega and a few 
other officers have heen sent to New Orleans, having 
declined a parole, and will be reported to Major Gen. 
Gaines. I am not conversant with the usages of war 
in such cases, and beg that such provision may be made 
for these prisoners as may be authorized by faw. Our 
oWn prisoners have been treated with great kindness by 
the Mexican officers. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. brig. gen. U. 8. A. com'dg. 
The adjutant general of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
[Orvers No. 60.) “Fort Polk, Teese, May 12, 1846. 
Asa mark of respect to the chief magistrate of the 
republic, the work constructed at this place, to cover the 
niain depot of the army, will be known as “Fort Polk.” 
© commanding general takes this occasion to ex- 
ri his satisfaction with the dispositions made for the 
efence and gpiotection of this point, so vitally import- 
ant to the efficiency and security of the ariny. To 
~~ “Lunroe, the commanding officer, Cart. anders, 
Cc the engineets, Majors Thomas and McRee, and 
rage ins Sibley and Hill of the quartermaster’s depart- 
; nt, Capt. Ramsey, of the ordnance, and Lieutenant 
ontgomery, of the subsistence departments, credit is 





especially due for their zeal and activity. ‘The gene ral 
returns his thanks to the numerous citizens who volun- 
teered their services in the defence of the depot. Their 
assistance added materially to its strength and to his 
confidence in its ability to resist an attack. The rein- 
forcements from the brig “Lawrence,” ander Lieutenant 

nshaw, and the large force of seamen and marines 
so promptly furnished by the squadron on its arrival, re- 
quire a special acknowledgment tv Commodore Conner 
and Commander Mercer of the navy. The army is 
deeply grateful for this support and co-operation from a 
kindred branch of the public service. 

By order of Brigadier General Taytonr. 

. _W. W. J. BLISS, 
Acting adjutant general. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, : 
Point Isabel, Tec, May 12, 1846. 
(Sreciat orpers No. 62.) 

1. General la Vega and the other Mexican officers, 
prisoners of war, will be conducted to New Orleans 
under charge of Lieut. J. J. Reynolds. 4th artillery, who 
will report on his arrival to Major General Ga‘nes, for 
farther instructions. The quartermaster’s department 
will furnish a steamer for the transportation of the par- 
ty. 
2. As many of the sick and wounded now at this 
place as may be indicated by Surgeon Wood, will be 
sent in suitable transports to St. Joseph’s island 

Assistant Surgeon Byrne will accompany the detach- 
ment, and will return with the convalescents that may 
be in condition to leave the general hospital. The quar- 
termaster’s department will furnieh the proper transpor 
tation. 

By order of Brigadier General Taytor. 

W. W. J. BLISS, 
Acting adjutant general. 


United States ship Cumberland, 
Off Brazos Santiago, Muy 9, 1846. 

Sir: The arrival of the squadron at this anchorage, of 
which the department was informed in my communica- 
tion of yesterday, was most opportune. To obtain a 
supply of provisions from the depot at Point Isabel, Gen. 
Taylor, after leaving Major Brown with five hundred 
men in charge of the works at Matamoros, marched for 
the former place with the remainder of his forces, con- 
sisting of two thousand men. On his return, when 
within twelve or fifteen miles of Matamoros, he encoun- 
tered the enemy in considerable force, estimated at from 
six thousand to seven thousand men, with a large por- 
tion of cavalry. An engagement took place about 10 
o’clock yesterday morning, which lasted until night. A 
pilot in the employment of the United States at this bar, 
who visited the army to-day, informs me that our loss 
amounted to sixty killed, and that Gen. Taylor had of- 
fered the enemy battle again to-day, but it was declined. 
From the rapid and incessant firing, particularly of ar- 
tillery, throughout the day, I should infer the Joss of the 
enemy must have been very considerable. No further 
particulars have reached me. Shortly after the action 
commenced, I received a communication from Major 
Munroe, commanding Point Isabel, requesting a rein- 
forcement from the squadron, for the defence of that 
post, where, it appears, all the supplies for the army are 
deposited. In the course of yesterday afternoon and 
this morning, five hundred seamen and marines, under 
the command of Capt. Gregory, of the Raritan, were 
landed from the squadron—a force, it is believed, suffi- 
cient to defend it against any attempt that the enemy 
can make. A reintorcement for the army is hourly ex- 
pected from Galeenion ene How, eeane- : 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

peminuindc D. CONNER, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
Hon. Grorce Bancrorrt, 
Secretary of the navy, Washington. 


United States ship Cumberland, 
Off Brazos Santiago, May 13, 1846. 
S:r: In my communication of the 9th inst., of which 
a duplicate is enclosed, the department was informed 
that a battle had been fought on the day previous, be- 
tween the American and Mexican forces, near Mata- 
moros. On the 9th Gen. Taylor continued to advance 
towards his works opposite that place, the Mexican ar- 
my under Gen. Arista, falling back before him, until 
within two and @ half miles from the American works, 
when it made a stand, and a general action ensued, 
which ended in the complete route of the enemy. Ail 
his artillery, several standards, nearly all his baggage, 
ammunition, and stores, with a large number of prison- 
ers, among whom were Gen. la Vega, and other officers 
of rank, were captured. The enemy maintained his 
position bravely, and did not abandon it, without very 
severe loss. Our Joss is stated to be about sixity killed 
and wounded. So signal has been the defeat, that it is 
not believed the enemy will be able to assemble in any 
force for a considerable time. This event, with the ar- 
rival to doy of nearly one thousand volunteers from New 
Orleans, has placed the army in perfect security. It is 
my intent‘on to despatch such vessels of the squadron 
as are not in immediate want of water, to blockade the 
Mexican ports—leaving the Lawrence to cruise in this 
neighborhood for the protection of the vessels engaged 
in furnishing the any supplies. fully 
am very respec : 
Tee. CONNER, 

Commanding Home Squadron. 

Hon. Grorer Bancroft, ; 

Secretary of the navy, Washington. 


a 


Headquarter, Army of i 
Camp near Matamoros, Texas, “April 15, 1846. ; 

Sir: I have to report that on the 11th inst.—Gen- 
eral Ampudia arrived at Matamoros with two hun- 
dred cavalry, the remainder of his force, variously 
estimated from 2,000 to 3,000. men, being some dis- 
tance in the rear on the route from Monterey. Im- 
mediately after assuming the chief command, Gen. 
Ampudia ordered all Americans to leave Matamoros 
within twenty four hours, and repair to Victoria, a 
town in the interior of Tamaulipas. He had taken 
the same severe measure at Reinosa, on his way 
hither. On the 12th | received from Gen. Ampudia 
a despatch, summoning me to withdraw my force 
within twenty four hours, and to fall back beyond 
the river Neuces. ‘To this communication, I replied 
on the 12th, saying that I should not retrograde from 
my position. Copies of this correspondence are en- 
closed herewith. 1 considered the letter of Gen. 
Ampudia sufficient to warrant me in blockading up 
the Rio Grande, and stopping all supplies for Mata- 
moros, orders for which have been given to the na- 
val commander at Brazos Santiago. 


Notwithstanding the alternative of war presented 
by Gen. Ampudia, no hostile movement has yet been 
made by his force. Whether he will feel stron 
enough to attempt anything when all his force sha 
arrive, is very doubtful. Our brigades occupy stron 
positions, beyond reach of fire troen the town, an 
can hold themselves against many times their num- 
ber cf Mexican troops. Inthe meantime our de- 
fences here and at Point Isabel, are daily gaining 
strengtt. The latter point is well supplied with ar- 
tillery, and in a good condition to resist attack. 


[ regret to renert that Colonel Cross has been mis- 
sing since the 10th instant, on which day he rode out 
alone in the vicinity of ourcamp. All attempts to 
trace him have hitherto proved fruitless, and I much 
fear that he has been waylaid and murdere€ by ban- 
ditti known to be in our neighborhood. To-day I 
address a letter on the subject to General Ampudia, 
desiring him to assist in our efforts to ascertain the 
colonel’s fate. 


I shall authorize the raising of two companies of 
Texan mounted men, for service in this quarter, par- 
ticularly for the purpose of keeping open our com- 
munication with Point Isabel, and relieving the re- 
gular cavalry of a portion of their duties, which are 
now uppressive. 


Several resignations of officers have been tender- 
ed since our arrival here. While I regret that such 
has been the case, I have still deemed . iy duty to 
throw no obstacle in the way of their 42g, ptance. 


1 am, sir, very respectfully, yqur oj, , st servant, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. & “ommanding. 


The ApsJuTANT GENERAL of the ‘ 


Fourth military division, General in chief. 
To explain to you tne many grounds for the just 
grievances felt by the Mexican nation, caused by the 
United States government, would be a loss of time, 
and an insult to your good sense; I therefore pass at 
once to such explanations as I consider of absolute 
necessity. : 


Your government in an incredible manner—you 
will even permit me to say an extravagant one, if 
the usage or general rules established and received 
among all civilized nations are regarded—has not 
only insulted, but has exasperated the Mexican na- 
tion, bearing its conquering banner to the Rio Bravo 
dei Norte; and in this case, by e. and ore 
ders of my government, which neither can, will, nor 
should receive new outrages. I require you in all 
form, and at latest in the peremptory term of twenty 
four hours, to break up your camp and retire to the other 
bank of the river, while our governments are la- 
ting the pending question in relation to Texas. If 
you insist in remaining upon the soil of the depart- 
ment of Tamaulipas, i will clearly result that arms 
and arms alone, must decide the question; and in that 
case, I advise you that we accept the war to which, with 
so much injustice on your part, you provoke us, and 
that, on our part, this war should be conducted con- 
formably to the principles established by the most 
civilized nations: that is to say that the law of na- 
tions and of war shall be the guide of my operations; 
trusting that on your part the same will be observed. 


With this view, I tender the considerations due to 
your person and respectable office. 
God and hberty! 
Headquarters at Matamoros, 
2 o'clock P. M., April 12, 1846. 


PEDRO D°AMPUDIA. 
Senor General in ehief of the United States army, 





Don Z. Taror. 
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In our-notice of the campaign, two weeks since, 
the opinion, was‘expressed, that Point Isabel would 
recéive its first, and we were greatly in hopes, time- 
ly sucéor from Com. Connin’s squadton. The con- 
jecture was right, so far as exterior forces were 
concerned. The squadron reached that exposed 


‘point-before the vohinteers from New Orleans. But 


Gen. "Taylor's masterly ‘movement for the same di- 
rection anticipated the squadron, as well as the Mex- 
jean general who\.was. in this case fairly out-gener- 


Leteiaans OF 


The, Union of May 24th gives extracts from the 
official despatches, of Commodore Conner, showing 
the gallant.and well-judged promptitude with which 
that excellent officer, in. pursuance of his general 
instructions from the navy department, has brought 
his:valuable aid.to the scene of action. They had not 
supposed it probable that his squadron could have 
been, concentrated there so svon after the Mexican 
attack commenced. Bes, 

Extract, of letters. from Commodore Conner to the 
+ Secretary of the navy, dated 
* U.S Ship Cumberland, 
Off Vera Cruz, May 3, 1846.5 — 

The decided. tone of thé manifesto of the presi- 
dent of the Mexican republic, in connexion with 
other, indications, seems to leave no doubt that or- 
ders have been given to General Arista to attack 


Ameri rmy.on the Del Norte, should a fa- 
oe E igncbt te Mey Under the belief that an at- 
tack-is contemplated, 1 have considered it advisable, 
and have determined to sail to-morrow morning for 
the Brazos Santiago with the Cumberland, Raritan, 
Potomac, John Adams, andSomers. ‘The Falmouth 
will be left here to protect our interests and to watch 


the course of events. 


‘The appearance of the squadron at that place, 
with. a knowledge of the considerable reinforcement 
it.can-afferd..to. our army, will, I think, cause the 
Mexican generals to pause, if not altogether aban- 
don their design of attacking General Taylor. All 
atcdurits ‘concur in ‘stating the Mexican army to 
anidutit'to hearly eight thousand men. | feel assured 
tlie’ government’ has not the means of maintaining 
this force forany “length of time in the field; indeed, 
there iS riot, even ‘now, a dollar in the treasury.— 
Hence delay will either cause the army to disband, 
or-another revolution to take place; either of which 
events, itis, believed, cannot be otherwise than fa- 
yorable-to the wishes of our government in bringing 
about an- amicable settlement of our difliculties with 
Mexico. The latter would undoubtedly contribute 
to thatiend;jas ‘it would place in ste men wholly 
opposed tothe policy at present pursued. 

at poem has prevailed at this place 
since my arrival, in improving and strengthening the 
defences of the castle and the town of Vera Cruz.— 
As‘far as l-am abie to.ascertain, there are now near- 
ly if not quite; two: hundred guns mounted in the 
Castle of Sam Juan d*Ulloa, and as many as fifty in 
the two forts and walls of the city commanding the 
anchorage.» These guns are: all new, and of heavy 
calibre; most of them being thirty-two and forty-two 
pounders, with a number of eight and ten inch Paix- 
han. guns.. There are said to be nearly two thousand 
men in the fortress and atont spe same number in the 

‘ m, very respectfully, 
apdicia cammianine it obedient servant, 
DD. CONNER, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 


Hon. Grorce Bancrort,, 
Secretary of the Navy, VW ashington. 


U.S. Ship Cumberlend, 


Off the bar of Brazos Santiago, May 8, 1846. 
Sirr:As‘stated in my communication of the 3d 


| instiy the. squadron left the roads of Sacrificios on 


the morning of the 4th, and Has just anchored off 
the bar of Santiago, where I haye just been apprized 
that hostilities have ‘actually taken place some days 
re the opportunity, by which I send this commu- 
nication’ cannot be detained, | have only time to add, 
that-after communicating with Gen. Taylor, and as- 
certaining ‘the situation of ‘affairs at Matamoros, | 
shall remain heré no longer than the presence of the 
squadron may he required; after which it will be 
necessary for this ship, the Potomac, and John Ad- 
ams to repair to Pensacola to replenish their provi- 
sions and water. In the mean time erders will be 
given to carry into execution your instructions in re- 
lation to the blockade of the Mexican coast, and to 
meet and repel, in the most decisive manner, the 
hostilities of the Mexican nation. Some more small 


boats of a draft of water not exceeding eight feet, 
These. vessels. will be necessary. to enforce.a strict 
blockade of the coast... 
Lam, very respectfully. &c. 
D. CONNER, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
Hon. Georce Bancrort, Secretary of the Navy. 

In looking over the New Orleans papers and ex- 
tras of the 17th inst. a second time we observe a 
few items of sufficient general interest to claim a 
place in our columns: 

The following from the Picayune was written be- 
fore news of the engagement of the 9th—the last 
we have any account of—reached New Orleans. It 
is of some importance, however, as it reveals the 
reasons which determined Gen. Taylor to leave 


Point Isabel on the 7th inst. for his encampment op- 


posite Matamoros before the arrival of reinforce- 
ments: 

Some time after the battle was begun two negro 
men ran off from the army, and reported at Point 
Isabel that the day was going -against the United 
States army. The excitement at the receipt of the 
intelligence may be more easi!y imagined than de- 
scribed. It was not til} Gen. Taylor sent in his 
wounded to the Point, on the afternoon of the ensu- 
ing day, that the issue of the day’s bloody business 
was known. The smoke of the battle was seen dis- 
tinctly from Isabel, and every report of the cannon 
counted, It was thought that at least five guns a 
minute were discharged. 

The General left Point Isabel for the entrench- 
ments opposite Matamoros before the arriva) of re- 
inforcements, because he was apprehensive lest the 
enemy might so surround and harrass it as to render 
its safety doubtful. The enemy has concentrated an 
immehse force upon Matamoros and the neighboring 
country. The Mexican soldiers are in greater 
strength than has been hitherto supposed. 

No further news was heard from Gen. T'aylor af- 
ter the evening of the 9th, nor was any more firing 
heard. We are informed that when the two compa- 
nies of Mexican artillery were seen—as they could 
be frem Point Isabel—whilst yet the battle was 
raging, coming down to cross Boccha Chica, ana 
marching up the beach to take possession of our 
boats and stores, the belief was that Gen. Taylor 
had been cut off. Such a spectacle, taken in con- 
junction with the story of the negroes who deserted, 
must have been a sad one, indeed, to the few brave 
men who remained in the fort. Fortunately, the U. 
S. ship Cumberland was at hand to drive off this de- 
tachment. The Mexicans must have felt confident 
of obtaining a victory, to have sent these men down 
to take charge of the American stores before the 
close cf the battle. 

The impression was that Gen. Taylor would throw 
up. a redoubt upon the field of battle, and remain 
there till the volunteers arrived. This was a con- 
jecture only, as the general is one of those men who 

eep their own counsel. We have seen a letter from 
ove of the officers at Isabel, who thought such would 
be his course. 

Whilst congratulating the country upon the suc- 
cesses already achieved, something is. due to the 
brave men who have fallen in battle and the gallant 
officers who have been so severely wounded in the 
field. Major Rinacoup is an honor to the service, 
and a victory is dear that is purchased with the loss 
of such an officer. Capt. Pace we know well. He 
is as true a soldier as ever faced his country’s foe.— 
They will be remembered by their countrymen. 
Honor to the living and peace be with the dead? 


A correspondent of the New Orleans Bulletin, 
writing from Point Isabel on the evening of the 12th 
inst., remarks— 

Many instances occurred of our men handing 
their canteens to the wounded Mexicans, and turn- 
ing from them to fire upon others. There was not a 
single occurrence of cruelty towards the enemy.— 
The morale of the army is at its highest—it can now 
accomplish any)thing, and they would die for a com- 
mander who doves not ask them to go where he is not 
willing to Jead, and in whose judgment they fully 
confide. 








MEXICAN OFFICIAL. 
PROCLAMATION OF AMPUDIA. 

To the general-in-chief ofthe 4th military division, to 
the inhabitants of the intcrior departments of the east. 
Fe!low citizens: My most ardent prayers are fulfilled, 

and propitious fortune grants me the pleasure of return- 

ng, to the departments for which 1 have so. much sym- 
pathy. 

In entering the east, the greatness of the enterprise 
which the supreme national government has thought 
worthy to confide to my poor abilities does not deter me; 
tor your patriotic viriues and your courage are doubtless 





yessele,are ‘required; also ohe of two sinall steam-| 


superior to the audacity with which the stranger insults 
US. 


Since the cabinet of Washington removed the hyp... 
critical mask which covers its treason to support with 
efirontery the usurpation of Texas, effected by her un. 
grateful inhabitants, our colonists, my, heart possess 
with a sacred fire, like that which every good Mexican 
ought to experience, inspired me with a lively desire to 
avenge so great an insult by chastising the aggressor, 
andin March of last year, I placed my desire in form 
before the administration of that time, in order either in 
my own grade, or that of the private soldier with musket 
on my , I might be permitied to make that cam. 





aign. : | 
if it be well then that publicity was given to that pro. 
position through the journals, it is mueh more gratifying 
to renew itat atime which finds me among you, and 
that at your side I shall joyously sacrifice my life upon 
the altars of the country, if, for the happiness of this 
country, so dear to me, my existence may be the victim 
which destiny shall mark out. 

Neither by any motive shall I be brought to forget, nor 
shall 1 pass in alana the occasion which is presented to 
me, to offer a grateful remembrance as a tribute to the 
inhabitants of ‘Tobasco fur the honorable demonstration 
of their esteem for my person, and the extraordinary ef- 
forts which they made that I might remain permanently 
there; but to the country every thing is due, and for its 
interest every other thing ought to be postponed; the rea- 
son why I am not still in the society of those estimable 
fellow citizens. 

The worthy chief magistrate has conceived my poor 
services important to the nation, and I.came with the 
greatest pleasure to bestow them upon you, for the at- 
fection, indeed, which you inspire in me; also, indeed, 
for the noble and patriotic sentiments to whose influence 
our enemies can oppose no resistance; they who, as you 
know; to the scandal of the Christian world, assist bar- 
barous Indians with arms and munitions, in order that 
they may ravage our people. This ferocious enemy shall 
be also corrected, and we will chase him from our fron- 
tiers with the greatest possible brevity. ae 

My heart has felt the most grateful pleasure in wit- 
nessing the public demonstrations of joy and general sa- 
tisfaction with which the heroic people of Saltillo have 
received the division which marches under my orders; 
and no one ought to doubt that the brave men who 
compose it, united to our comrades who to-day are en- 
trenching themselves on the field of battle, will know 
how to give a convincing lesson to the enemy who daies 
to insult you; making him know the rights and power 
of a great and warlike people, highly offended in its 
honor and integrity. . 

Long live.the Mexican republic! Long live the de- 
partments of the east and i's intrepid defenders!!! 

(Signed,) EDRO vE AMPUDIA. 

Salullo, March 27th, 1846. 


The general in-chief of the 4th military division to the 
inhabitants of the frontier. 

My friends: I left the village ot , sick, to come 
and participate with you in the labors and glories to 
which the hypocritical and daring North American usur- 
pers invite us, and I instantly lo-.ged to find myself up- 
on the banks of the Bravo, to salute them with all tue 
effusion of my soul. I arrived yesterday in this city 
with the brigade which the brave Gen. Don Anastasio 
Torrigon directs. At this moment the second is enter- 
ing, and notwithstanding the necessity which exists for 
my remaining in this city, to adjust interesting matters, 
I advance, with a body of cavalry, by lorced marches; 
lor, indeed, you know me—I cannot have a moment of 
tranquility while 1 am not with you. In the meanwhile, 
let the sacred fire of your country burn as always in 
your hearts, and I will answer you with victory. 

(Signed,) PEDRO DE AMPUDIA. 


From the ‘Eagle of the North,” April 8th, 1846. 
We have seen with the greatest satisfaction the man- 
ifesto giver, to the nation by his excellency the president 
ad interim, in regard to the correspondence relative (0 
the subject of Texas, held between the supreme govern- 
ment aud the envoy extraordinary of the United States. 
This document is as satisfactory as could. be hoped for 
after the sincere offers made at San Louis Potosi by the 
chief of our destinies; in it we see explicitly treated 
the difficult question'which for ten successive years has 
been the, pretext for civil discord, and in it we have 4 
safe guarantee. that the existing energetic governmen! 
will fulfil without delay the obligations which it contract 
ed with the nation, in giving the programme, which 
unites all divisions, which makes opinion unanimous 
upon independence, the culminating point of our s9- 
cial exigencies. 
lt is true war is not precisely declared in the manifes- 
| to referred to, and this will not readily satisfy the anxie- 
ty of those who. are menaced by the ironically called 
colossus of the north; but, in addition to their being 12 
the expressions of his excellency, the president, marke 
indications of a desire for the campaign so long a ume 
talked of, a matter which has no little torce in the mouth 
of the chief inagistrate of a people, it is also therein ex 
pressed, as a fundamental basis, that the forced occu: 
pation of our territory by the United Siates, and the 2? 
pearance of their squadrons npon the coasis of Mexico 
are regarded as ajreal aggression; such is the language 
proper for governments which desire to uphold dignl'y 
and decorum; nevertheless, there will not be wanting 
gome malevolent spirits to charge us with not having 
finally declared war, as if such an act were not the ad 
er duty of congress, for which they are legally assen)- 
bled, and who will find no difficulty in giving their ! 
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From the ‘Diario 


Oficial,” (city of Mexico,) Aprii 
: 24th, 1846. 
[ Translated for the Union.] 


MANIFESTO OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT AD 


INTERIM OF THE REPUBLIC TO THE NATION. 

On assuming, in the beginning of this year, the 
heavy responsibility of guiding the destinies of the 
nation during a short period, | determined resolutely 
to change its policy from the weak and pernicious 
system of temporizing, which bas been observed 
with regard to the United States of America, not- 
withstanding the perfidy with which that government 

repared for the occupation of Texas, its treacher- 
ous violation of the existing treaties which guaran- 
tee the limits of the republic, and the insidious act 
by which it incorporated one of our departments 
with its own confederacy. ‘The Mexican nation did 
not conquer tts independence by the most bloody 
and heroic sacrifices, nor place itself among the 
civilized powers of the world in order to become the 
sport of a neighboring nation, which, taking advan- 
tage of our quarrels and unfortunate disturbances, 
and the exaggerated idea of our weakness, founded 
upon them, appeared with all ,the appliances for 
conquest, and entered upon the invasion of our terri- 
tory, indulging in the dream that it could extinguish 
the manly race to which we belong, placing upon 
our foreheads the brand borne by the slaves in its 
southern states, destroying our nationality, and 
abandoning us to the humiliating misery of oblivion. 
This magnanimous people which, in a struggle of 
eleven years of blood and extermination, proved its 
boldness no less than its constancy, was waiting with 
impatience to rush forward into another war to 
which it was called by the scandalous aggressions of 
a government declaring itself our friend, but at the 
same time aiming to prostrate us, relying on its pow- 
er, end not caring to support itself on the titles of 
equity and justice which all nations respect, which 
strengthen the hopes of peace, and maintain the 
harmony of the universe. It was for this reason 
that the nation sanctioned the movement which | 
began at San Luis Potosi, not in order to place my- 
self in the painful possession of power, but that my 
country may shine by the triumph of a cause which is 
the cause of the conservataye priaciples of human 
society. 

The old grievances, the offences against the Mexi- 
con nation, which have been incessantly repeated 
since 1836, had been consummated by the insult of 
seading us a minister, to be accredited near our gov- 
ernment in the character of a residing minister, as 
if the relations between the two republics had not 
suffered any disturbance by the definitive act of the 
annexation of Texas. At the very time when Mr. 
Slidell appeared, the troops of the United States 
were occupying our territory, their squadrons were 
threatening our ports, and preparations were made 
to occupy the peninsula of the Californias, to which 
the Oregon question with England is only a prelimi- 
nary; and I did not receive Mr. Slidell, because 
the dignity of the nation repelled this new insult, 


In the meantime, the army of the United States 
fixed its encampment at Corpus Christi, and occupied 
the island of Padre Vayin; it then marched to Point 
Isabel, and the flag of stars floated on the right bank 
of the Rio Bravo del Norte, in front of the city of 
Matamoros, the American vessels of war having 
previously seized upon the navigation of the river.— 
The town of Laredo was surprised by a party of 
these troops, and one of our pickets there stationed 
was disarmed. Hostilities, therefore, have been be- 
gun by the United States undertaking new conquests 
in the territories included in the departments of Ta- 


maulipas and New Leon, whilst the troops of the | 
same states threaten Monterey in Upper California. 


There can be no doubt to which of the two repud- 
ics belong the responsibility of a war, which wight 
have been prevented by 2 feeling of equity and jus- 


lice, and of ‘that respect which civilization lus in | 
troduced, for the rights and property of ull nations. 
If Mexieo should’ indolently ‘suifer these reiterated 
advances of a power, which already constiers itself 


mistress and sovereign of the American continent, | 


hot only would she jose tie, imjporlance which her 
Population, resources, and peculiar position have gi- 
ven her, ever since she raised herself to be an inde- 
Pendent nation, but she would fall into shame and 
Contempt should she, when, challenged to fight for 
them, allow herself to be stripped of the integrant 
perts of her territory one by one. Outrages so many 
and so heavy, can no longer be borne; and [ have 
‘ent orders to the general-in-chief of the division of 
Cur northeen frontier, to.act in hostility against the 
army which is in hostility against us, to oppose. war 
to the enemy, which wars upon us; and invoking the 

od of battles to preserve, by the valor of our troops, 
the unquestionable right to our territory, and the ho- 
hor of our arms, which are no longer to be employ- 
ed only in defence of justice. Our general, acting 


| as, and the summons has been disregarded. 


|} {0 Serve as speciniens Ol the rest. 


according to established usages, and the decided in. 
structions given by my government, summoned the 
general-in-chief of the American forces to retire be- 
yond the river Nueces, the ancient boundary of Tex- 


The nations interested in preventing the disturb- 
ance of the peace which has lasted so many years, 
and whose commercial relations with the Mexican 
republic, may suffer injury, see the hard alternative 
to which we are reduced by the invasive policy of 
the United States, and that we must succumb unless 
we defend with energy our national existence thus 
threatened. [ solemnly announce, that I do not de- 
clare war against the government of the United 
States of America, because it belongs to the august 
congress of the nation, and not the executive, to re- 
solve definitively what reparation should be exacted 
forsuch offences. But the defence of the Mexican 
territory, which the forces of the United States have 
invaded, is an urgent necessity, and my responsibi- 
lity to the nation would be immense should I fail to 
order the troops, which thus act as enemies, to be 
repelled; and I have therefore given that order.— 
From this day begins our defensive war: and every 
point of our territory invaded or attacked, shall be 
valiantly defended. 


The time has therefore come which the govern- 
ment of the Mexican nation have endeavored fruit- 
lessly to put off, by debating the clearest and most 
just titles; and these having been contemned we en- 
ter into a necessary contest, which will secure to us 
the sympathies of all nations and governments, which 
condemn the usurpations of the powerful. We shall 
ourselves become strong from the holiness of our 
cause; and when every thing is endangered, our 
strength will correspond with the exigencies of our 
condition. Meanwhile the Mexican nation will re- 
solve to hazard all in order to save all; and it will 
give a sublime example of sacred determinntion to 
exhibit that glorious devotion which has so often been | 
displayed at al] times by nations maintaining their | 
independence and their liberties. 

I rejoice with pride that Providence should have 
destined me to be the organ for announcing the ener- 
getic will of the Mexican republic. Let us prove in 
battle that the sons of the heroes and martyrs of in- 
dependence are animated by the recollections of 
their pure glory; that valor has not degenerated in 
their breasts, and that they are disposed to sacrifice 
themselves on the altars of their country. 
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and Travis, 1; Fayette, 1; Colorado, 1; Was 

Austin and Fort Bend, 1; Brazoria and Ma : 
Jackson, Victoria, Refugio, San Patricio, and Goliad, 1; 
Milam, 1; Robertson and Brazos, 1; Montgomery, 2; 
Liberty, 1; Ffoustos, 1; Nacogdoches, 1; San Augustine, 
1; Shelby, 1; Rusk, 1; Harrison 2. 

Riflemen. Harris and Galveston, 3 companies; Bra- 
zoria and Matagorda, 1; Liberty, 1; Montgomery, 2; 
Victoria, 3; Fort Bend and Austin, 1; Washington’ ahd 
Brazos, 2; Houston, 1; Nacogdoches, 1; Rusk, 1; Sabine 
one ‘Ben Angustine, 1; Shelby, 1; Jasper and Jefferson, 

; Bexar, 1. 

The mounted riflemen will rendezvous at Point Isabel, 
and take up the line of march for that point as rapidly 
as the companies are formed. The commandants of the 
respective companies will forward muster rolls to the ad- 
jutant general at Austin before their march. Upon their 
arrival at Point Isabel, they will be mustered into ser- 
vice and the regimental organization will take place. 

Provisions and forage are deposited at Corpus Christi 
for the use of the mounted companies on their way. to 
Point Isabel. Foot companies will rendezvouse at Gal- 
veston and take up their line of march for that place as 
soon as their company organization is gongpier, and 
forward muster rolls to the adjutant general.. At Gal- 
veston, supplies of subsistence, and transportation will 
be furnished them by Lieut. Kingsbury of the ordnance 
department, to whom commandants of companies wil! 
report upon their arrival. The men are required to fur- 
nish themselves with good rifles and equipments, and the 
mounted men sufficient ammunition until their arrival 
at Corpus Christi. 

The organization of the several companies will be as 
follows, viz: 1 captain; 1 1st lieutenant; 1 2d lieutentant 
4 sergeanis; 4 corporals; 2 musicians; 50 privates. The 
commandants of companies will provide subsistence 
supplies for their commands, unul they arrive atthe ren- 
dezvous, and forward duplicate returns to the adjutant 
general and comptroller. ; 

WM. G. COOK, adjutant general, 

By order of the governor, 

J. Pincrney HENDERSON, 

A letter from a U. S. officer, to the editor, communi- 
cating the above, adds: “It is the present intention of 
Gen. Henderson to assume command of the above force 
as commander-in-chief the Texas militia.” 


Mounted riflemen, Gonzales, 1 com ny Bestop 
i] ? 
orda, i 


Kentucky.—Prompt measures. .On the 15th of May, 
Gov. Ows.ey received from Gen, Garngs, U.S. army, 
a letter dated headquarters western division, New. Or- 
leans, May 4th, announcing that he had “solicited from 
the President authority to concentrate upon the borders” 
of the Rio Grande, “fifty battalions, each battalion to 
consist of 500 men,” (of western volunteers,) “to be ac- 
cepted into service of the the United States for - six 





Mexicans! I raise on this memorable day the | 
standard of independence, on whivh you see inscribed | 
the illustrious names of Hidalge and Iturbide.— | 
Rally under this sacred ensign, leaving all internal | 
questions and differences for a period of less peril.— 
1 have assured you that the glory which I seek as 
the reward of my painful career, is not that of the 
ambitious man who regards power as the spoils of 
rapine. I have sworn to maintain the republic, in 
all its just rights, during the short period of my gov- 
ernment; and now, while I urge you to the struggle, 
and warn you that you must make great sacrifices, | 
also promise you that | shall not spare my own blood 
when it shall be necessary. 


Mexicans! Your valiant soldiers are about to 
fight, and they will fight, with the valor of heroes; | 
keep your blessings for them, and prepare yourselves | 
to crown their noble foreheads, or their tombs, if 
they should fall, when destiny calis you to take their 
places in the ranks. Mexico wili conquer, or will | 
no longer exist! ) 
Nationa! Palace of Mexico, April 23, 1846, 
MARIANA PAREDES Y ARRILLAGA. 


ee 








RESPONSE O¥ THE STATE AUTHORITIES 
To the requisitions for the army. 
We shall juave room of course, fur oaly a few of those, 


Texas. The requisiuon of Geu. ‘Payjor forwarded to 
Governor Henperson, for truops froin Texas, was 10- 
serted in a previous number of the ‘Register. It reached 
the governor on the 2d inst. at Austin, who im wediately 
issued the following: 

GENERAL ORDER NO. I. 
Adjutant general’s office, Ausluin, May 2, 1846. 

The executive nas been officially advised by date of 
26th ult., from Gen. Z. Taylor, that actual aostilities 
have cominenced between the Mexicaus.and the Army 
of Occupation, provoked by the Mexican foe. Under 
the authority of the United States, a requisition has been 
made upon him as the clef imagistraye of the state, to 
call into the service four regiments vf volunteer rifle- 
men, two regiments of which to be mounted and two un 
foot, for six months, unless sooner discharged. 7 

Relying upon the uniform chivalry of his fellow citi- 





zens, the executive addresses himself to their patriotism, | 
and in the absence of a due military organization makes | 
the following requisition of the respective counties of the 





State: 


months, unless sooner discharged. :'To obviate loss of 
time in the accomplishment of tnis important service, I 
lake this occasion to say that your. excellency would 
contribute much to facilitate the desired movement by 
anticipating a formal requisition from the department of 
war, by authorizing two, three, or four battalions of in- 
fantry and riflemen, to be taken from the young men 

constituting the chivalry of the state of Kentucky, -to 
aoneee and repair to this city as soon as practicable, 
where they shall receive arms, with every requisite sup- 
ply necessary to their health and eomfort and to render 
them ready for aciion. From this city they will go by 
good vessels, (steainers if possible,) to the Rio Grande, 
near Matamoros.” 

Gov. Owsley on the 16th wrote in reply to Genera 

Gaines: “I must be. leave, sir, to assure you, that I ad 

mire and appeciate the patriotic zeal and professiona 

ardor that so eminently charactherizes your communi- 

cation to this department. I am sure, sir, that the peo- 
ple of Kentucky will feel gratified at the compliment 
paid to their chivalry, by being thus early called npon 

by the commanding general of the western division, to 

bear their part in the defence of the country. Yet, sir, 

occupying myself a post of great ‘responsibility to the 

citizens of this state,my duty to them requires that I 

should await the authority of the. president, which you 
have solicited, and which, if your anticipations are .rea- 
lized, must necessarily reach herein a few.days. .And 

this consideration reconciles me to the brief delay. oc- 
casioned by deterring action until the receipt of orders 
from the general government, It would be impossible, 
at all events, to raise the battalions gee -In your 
letter, in time for them to form “a pert of force to be 
concentrated at New Orleans “ii the present ménth.”— 
The month is now more than half gone,-and as there 
has been no anticipation in the public mind, of sach an 
early call for volunteers, the month would have expired 
before the battalions would be, in .readinesa to be placed 
under your immeédiate command. I need not-assure 
you, sir, that when war has been declared by the United 
States, Kentucky will be found in the line of her duty 
~true to her ancient renown and true to the American 
Union. Hoping that the citizen soldiers whose fortane 
it was to be nearer the-scene of action that we are, ar- 
rived in time to give all necessary.aid-to the gallant offi- 
cers now in command on the Rio Grande, tender you 
my grateful acknowledgments for the confidence you 
have reposed in the volunteers from:this state.” 

The Louisville Legion —After despatching the 
above reply, on the afternoon of the 16th, Colonel 
STEPHEN Ormssy, reached Lexington with the ten- 
der of the services of the volunteers consisting 
of eight companies, which had the day before been 
reorganized for the purpose of offering their ser- 
vices in defence of the country against the Mex; 
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cans. Though filled with pride and gratification by | 


the poemeet and gallantry of the offer, Gov. 

Owsley, not having received a requisition, did not 

feel empowered to accept it, in the then state of his 

advices. 

The Frankfort Caismonwealth, of the 19th, from 
which we extract the above particulars goes on to 
pega . 

On Sunday afternoon, (the direct mail from 
Washington, which arrives in the forenoon, having 
brought him no intelligence from the federal city,) 

-he received, through the Cincinnati and Louisville 

newspapers, accounts of the action of congress, au- 

' thorizing the president to accept the services of 50,- 

000 volunteers. Confident that the step would but 

anticipate the demand of the general government a 

few days, he forthwith caused the patriotic procla- 

mation annexed to be issued and sent off in every 
direction by mail and otherwise. Colone! Orlando 

Brown, the governor’s aid, and Col. A. G. Hodges 

were despatched expresses to Louisville, bearing the 

Shear co ghee and a Jetter from the governor to Col. 

sby, accepting his Legion into service, and or- 
dering its immediate embarcation for the scene of 
hostilities. : 

In the same hour also were executed the subjoined 
letters to the war department and Gen. Gaines, the 
latter being sent by Col. Brown to be forwarded from 
Louisville.” : 


VOLUNTEERS.—PROCLAMATION OF THE GOVERNOR OF 
: KENTUCKY. 
Executive department, Frankfort, Ky., May 17, 1846. 

Wuereas, from information this day informally 
received at this Gepartment, it is believed that the 
congress of the United States has, upon the recom- 
mendation of the president, passed an act authoriz- 
ing the receiving. into the service of the United 
States fifly thousand volunteers to aid the army of 
occupation now on the Rio Grande, or to give such 
other service as may be required for the defence of 
our southern frontier and the maintenance of the 
national interesis and honor: And whereas, this de- 
partment has also received a communication from 
the commander of the western division of the army, 
giving notice of an application having been made to 
the president for volunteers from Kentucky: And 
whereas, recent intelligenve from the army of occu- 
pation, leaves no doubt but that hostilities have been 
actually commenced. 

Now, therefore, mindful of the high renown that 
Kentucky has acquired for patriotism and gallantry, 
and being unwilling at a crisis like this, that our no- 
ble state should suffer herself to be surpassed in de- 
votion to the common cause of our common country, 
1, Wituiam Ows ey, governor of the commonwealth 
of Kentucky, do issue this my proclamation, appeal- 
ing to the pride, the patriotism, and the chivalry of 
Kentuckians, hereby urging them to form themselves 
into volunteer companies, and report the fact of 
their organization to this department forthwith, sig- 
nifying to them my firm conviction that orders will, 
in a very few days be received from the president of 
the United States, empowering and directing me to 
cause them to be immediately mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States, at some point which will 
be designated. WM. OWSLEY. 

By the governor. 

A. 5S. Mitrcue nn, ass’t sect’y. 


in the same hour the following orders were des- 
patched by express: 

Executive office, Frankfort, May 17, 1846. 

Sir: Intelligence iggm Washington, just received, 
justifies me in expecting, by the next mail, a requi- 
sitior. upon Kentucky for volunteers for the Mexican 
war, and I have, therefore, determined, in anticipa- 
tion of such requisition, to accept the services of the 
Louisville Legion, tendered by you on yesterday.— 
You will, therefore, with the utmost despatch, em- 
bark your Legion on board a fast sailing steamboat, 
which you are hereby authorized to charter, and re- 
port yourself and Legion, without delay, to Major 
General Edmund Pendleton Gaines, cominanding the 
weséern division of the U. S. army, at New Orleans, 
who will supply you with all necessary arms and 
transports for speedily reaching the army of the 
United States on the Rio Grande. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, WILLIAM OWSLEY. 
To Col. Steruen Ormssy, 

Commandant Louisville Legion, Louisville, Ky. 


To major gen. E. P. Gaines, commanding western di- 
vision, &c.. 
Executive office, Frankfort, Ky. May 17, 1846. 
Sirn—Since mailing my letter to you of yesterday, 
in reply to yours of the 4th instant, I have received 
such information from Washington city, as satisfies 
me that there will be beyond doubt, a call from the 
general government on the militia of Kentucky. In 
anticipation of such call, and in accordance with 


| the citizen soldiers of Kentucky will be called upon 





what seems to be your urgent wish, I have conclud- 
ed to accept, in advance, the services of a volunteer 
corps which have been tendered to me. The Louis- 
ville ion, commanded by col. Stephen Ormsby, 
composed of eight companies, has been accepted and 
col. Ormsby directed to report his command to you 
immediately. 

These men are of the gallant sons of Kentucky. I 
commend them to your kind regard, and advise you 
that the post of danger is the post they covet. 

1 have the honor to beysir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM OWSLEY. 


And the secretary of war was duly apprised of 
these proceedings, by a communication of which the 
following is a copy. 

Executive office, Frankfort May 17, 1846. 
Hon. William L. Marcy, secretary of war: 

Sin—Since enclosing to you this morning, copies 
of the recent correspondence between maj. general 
Gaines and myself, in which I advised gen. Gaines 
that I should await the authority of the general go- 
vernment for embodying a portion of the militia of 
Kentucky, for service against the Mexican arms, ] 
have received authentic information that the general 
government has taken action in reference to the 
crisis in question. 

There can no longer be any doubt, presume, that 


to furnish their quota to fight in defence of their 
country. 

Kentuckians are no laggards in a cause like this. 
The Louisville Legion, a volunteer corps of the state 
of Kentucky, composed of eight companies, have 
offered their services in the expected emergency, and 
in anticipation of a formal call from the war de- 
partment at Washington, 1 have concluded to ac- 
cept their services and report them to gen. Gaines, 
at New Orleans, without delay. 

Instructions in accordance herewith, have this in- 
stant been sent to co). Ormsby, commandant of the 
Legion, by express, and | have the honor to report 
the same to the government at Washington. 

With high consideration, | remain your obedient 
servant, (Signed) WILLIAM OWSLEY. 





Maryitanp—Ca ct ror VoLuNTEEES—PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GoveRNoR—ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT, 
ANNAPOLIS. 

Wuereas, The Congress of the United States has 
declared “that a state of war exists between the Unit- 
ed States and the Republics of Mexico,” and has au- 
thorized the President of the United States ‘‘to employ 
the Militia, Naval. and Military forces of the United 
States, and to call for and accept the service of any 
number of Volunteers not exceeding 50,000, to serve 
twelve months after they shall have arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, or to the end of the War, unless 
sooner discharged, according to the time for which 
they shall have been mustered into service.” And, 
whereas, the President, with the view of securing to 
the citizens of each State and Territory the privilege 
of participating in the defence of their Country, has 
appointed the said volunteer Force among the Several 
States and Territories; and has made his requisition 
upon me for two Regiments of Infantry, as the quota 
of this force to be supplied by the State of Maryland: 

Now, therefore, I THOMAS G. PRATT, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Maryland, do issue this Pro- 
clamation, announcing to the Citizens of Maryland. 
that they are now privileged to enrol themselves 
under the Flag of their country, and to participate 
with their fellow citizens of other States in restoring 
to the United States the blessings of Peace. 

I call upon the Citizens of the State of Maryland, 
between the ages of 18 and 45, to enrol themselves 
forthwith, that the two Regiments required of this 
State may be immediately filled and mustered into 
the service of the United States. ; 

The Sons of Maryland have always obeyed the call 
of patriotism and duty, and will now sustain the honor 
of the State by enabling her to be the first, or amongst 
the first, to offer to the Federal Executive, for muster 
into the service of the country, her quota of the 
Volunteer force which has been called for. 

The President of the United States, under the dis- 
cretion allowed him. has decided that ‘.4 Company of 
Infantry shall consist of l*Captain, 1 First Lieutenant, | 
Second Lieutenant, 4 Sergeants, 4 Corporals, 2 Musici- 
ans, and 64 Privates,—“That a Regiment shali consist 
of 1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Major, 1 Adjutant, 
1 Sergeant, 1 Sergeant Major, 1 Quarter Master Ser- 
geant, 2 Principal Musicians and 10 Companies, orga- 
nized as above’’. 


SRS ee 
Executive; and I have offered the commissions o; 
Colonels, Lieut. Colonels and Majors to gentleme,, 
whose character and Military experience, rende, 
them worthy to lead the “Maryland Line” in fighting 
the battles of their country, 
The names of the officers appointed will be announc. 
ed by the Adjutant General, so soon as their willing. 
ness to accept of the commissions proflered them sha) 
be ascertained. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State 
mAn) of Maryland, this 2lst day oi May, Anno 
L. 8. > Domini, One Thousand Eight Hundred anq 
“y~ ) Forty-six, and of the Independenee of the 
United States the Seventieth. 

THOMAS G. PRATT 


ENROLLMENT AND ORGANIZATION OF THE Miuiria.— 
GENERAL Orper—No. 1—Heap Quarters 0; 
Maryzanp Minitia,—Anwapouis, May 20th, 1846, 

To Jonn N. Warkiys, , 

Adjutant General Maryland Militia: 

Sir:—Our country is at war with Mexico, and there 
are indications which cannot be disregarded of ap. 
proaching difficulties with a more powerful enemy,— 
It is, in my judgment necessary, that the Militia of 
the State should be thoroughly re-organized, that Mary. 
land may be placed in a position to meet, as it becomes 
her, the existing, or any exigency that may occur. |) 
this organization, it is essential— 

Ist. That the bounds of the several Brigade, Regi- 

mental and Company Districts should be distiactly 

defined. 

2nd. That efficient Brigade, Regimental and Company 
Officers should be appointed. 

ord. That there should be an immediate enrollment of 
the men subject to military duty within each milits- 

ry district; and 

4th. That the several Brigades, Regiments and Con- 
panies should be mustered at such stated periods as 
would ensure a thorough discipline of the entire 
militia force of the State. . 

You are therefore ordered to address a copy of this 
communication to each Major-General, Brigadier- 
General, Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major,now 
in commission, referring them to the act of 1834, 
chapter, 251, and direct them forthwith to carry into 
effect the specifications herein prescribed for the re- 
organization of the militia of this State. 

THOMAS G. PRATT, Governor, 

and Commander in Chief Md. Militia. 


VOUCHERS REQUIRED FOR EXPENDITURES. 
Head Quarters of Maryland Militia, May 31st 1846. 

Sirn,—The State of Maryland during the last war 
with Great Britain, expended a large sum of money 
in providing for the public defence, which has not 
been refunded by the General Government, in cor- 
sequence of the want of proper vouchers to auther- 
ticate the claims of the State for such reimbursements. 
The resait has been, that whilst the other States of 
the Union have been re-imbursed fer such expenses 
incurred by them, the State of Maryland has beet 
hitherto unable to have her claim against the General 
Government adjusted. 

To prevent a recurrence of such a loss to the State, 
you are hereby ordered to require of all persons whi 
may be authorized to expend money, or deliver, 
distribute arms, or other munitions of War on the 
part of this State, in providing for the public defence, 
during the continuance of the War between the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico, totake a duplicalé 
voucher for such expenditure attested by some I 
spectable citizen’ of this state. You will immediale- 
ly transmit a copy of this order to the several Maj 
and Brigadier Generals, now in commission or wh? 
may be commissioned, with directions to have thi 
order properly and fully enforced. 

THOMAS G. PRATT, Governor. 
and Commander in Chief Md. Militia 

To Joun N. Warxins; ; 
Adjutant General Maryland __ Militia. 


ee 


“THE OLD MARYLAND LINE,” 
Have already been duly REPRESENTED in the Mes: 
ican war. 

This emuLation amongst the cians, is 3 valuable 
ingredient. No apology is necessary for its inf 
duction here. Let other States compete for ‘° 
palm. 

Col. Truman Cross, the first victim of. the war, 
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Under the act of Congress, the Regimental and} was a native of Maryland, a descendant of a re” 





Company officers are to be commissioned by the State 
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Masor RincGo.p, the second victim, than whom 
no officer of the army could be more regretted by 
his countrymen, and few, if any of his rank would 
have been a severer loss to the service, was a native 
of Washington county, Maryland, eldest son of the 
jate Gen. Samuel Ringgold. His mother was a 
daughter of Gen. John Cadwallader, a distinguished 
citizen of Philadelphia during the revolution. Hav- 
ing distinguished himself at the West Point military 
academy by being placed one of the five at the head 
of the class, he graduated in July, 1818, and entered 
thearmy asa lieutenant. General Scorr perceived 
pis merit, and immediately selected him for cne of 
his aids, a station which he continued to occupy for 
several years, enjoying the confidence and friendship, 
as well as instruction of one of the best tacticians 
in this country. Thus qualified, he became an in- 
valuable officer. During the difficulties with South 
Caroliea in 1832, he was on duty on that station, and 
when the Seminole war occurred in Florida, he was 
actively enployed, then captain of artillery, against 
the Indians, until, Jike many other officers on that 
service, his health became impaired. His activity 
however had won him for “‘meritorious services,” in 
that campaign, the rank of brevet major. 

He was afterwards selected by the ro aes 
commanding-in-chief to organize a corps of flying 
artillery, and he paid every possible attention to the 
instruction and discipline of this arm of the service. 
How faithfully he performed his duty, in this re- 
spect, the wonderful performances of his admirable 
corps at Fort McHenry and other places, and on the 
yieLD OF Pato Atto—fully attest. He never re- 
covered from the effects of his exposure during the | 
Florida campaign, and when ordered from Fort Mc- | 
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pointing his guns to the same place, and he felt as 
confident of hitting his mark as though he had been 
using arifle. He had but one thing to-regret, and 
that. was the small number of men in his company. 
He said that he had made use of all his exertions to 
have his company increased to 100 men, but without 
success. From the small number of his men, as 
they were disabled at their guns, he was without 
others to take their places. During the day he con- 
tinued to lose strength, but was free from pain and 
cheerful. He spoke constantly of the efficiency of 
bis guns, and the brave conduct of his officers and 
men. 

He continned to grow worse, and a medical officer 
remained constantly by his side. Dr. Byrne remain- 
ed with him during the night, using every means 
which could be devised to save his valuable life, but 
without effect. He continued to grow worse until 
one o’clock last night, when he expired. He sur- 
vived his wounds 60 hours; during all this time he 
had but little pain—conversed cheerfully, and made 
all his arrangements for his approaching end with 
the greatest composure and resignation. He will be 
buried to-day at 3 o’clock, P. M., lamented by the 
whole camp. The wounded are generally doing 
very well. J am your vubedient servant. 

J.M. FOLTZ, 
Surgeon United States Navy. 


Respect to his memory.— Amongst the many tributes 
to the memory of Major Ringgold, we find the fol- 
lowing proceeding of the Baltimore county court.— 
In consequence of the close relation existing be- 
tween the leading counsel in a case before the court 
and the late Major Ringgold, and in reply to the 





Henry to join the army in Texas, the experienced | ™Otion for adjournment, suggested by Geo. R. Rich- 


surgeon at this post strongly insisted upon his physi- | 
cal inability to go through with the campaign. But | 
he strengthened himself for duty, and as far as known | 
here, he was never, for an hour, unfit for service | 
since he left the fort. He fell in the fierce battle of | 
the 8th inst., the same ball killing his horse under. 
him, and wounding him mortally. An accomplished | 
entleman, beloved by his friends, respected by all. | 

e was devuted to his profession, and justly appre- | 
ciated the high responsibilities of an officer in com- | 
mand. He rigidly enforced discipline, at all times | 
and in all things; and yet, probably, no officer had | 
more entirely the respect, the confidence, and the | 
affectionate regard of all his officers and men, than | 
the gallant soldier of whom this brief sketch is | 
given, 

The deceased, in a letter to his immediate friends, 
written just as the army was about to march for| 
Camp Isabel, (but which letter was received only | 
since the sad intelligence of his fall) spoke of the | 
extreme probability of a serious rencontre with the | 
enemy, and expressed sure confidence in the triumph | 
of our galiant little army. But with characteristic | 
coolness he also adverted to the great probability of | 
his own fall in battle; and, in anticipation of that | 
event, he made a brief will, which was enclosed in 
that letter. 

His patriotic words to the friendly officer who 
came to his assistance ought not to be forgotten: — 


“Dont stay with me: you have work to do: go 
ahead,” 


Such was the late Major Rivacoxp. 


Mason Rinacoup. 
lative to his death, are 
of the U. S. navy. 

Camp Isabel, near the mouth of the Rio Bravo del 
Norte, 11th May, 1846. The numerous friends of 

‘jor Ringgold will doubtless be anxious to know 
the particulars attending his melancholy end, and | 
asten to give them to you. The engagement of the 

was entirely in the hands of the artillery, and 
.. Jor R. took a most active and important part with 
i. About 6 o’clock he was struck by a six pound 
shot. He was mounted, and the shot struck him at 
right angles, hitting him in the right thigh, passing 

‘ough the holsters and upper.part of the shoulders 

's horse, and then siriking the left thigh, in the 
“amé line in which it first struck him.. On the 
evening of the 9th he reached this camp under | 
eee of De. Byrne of the army. He was imme- 

lately placed in comfortable quarters, and his 
wounds dressed. An immense mass of muscles and 
Theuments were carried away from both thighs.— 
br Lenetios were not divided, neither were the bones 
bes tiny I remained with him all night. He had 
a tle pain, and at intervals had some sleep.. On 
2 rts bis wounds in the morning, they presented 
mrt unfavorable aspect, and there was but little 
queen During the night he gave many incidents 
uti a battle, and spoke with much pride of the exe- 
porns of his shot. He directed his shot not only to 
men, 204 Masses of the enemy, but to particular 
Pa their line; he saw them fall, their places oc 

Pied by others, who in their turn were shot down, 


The following particulars re- 
from a distinguished officer 





ardson, esq., Judge Legrand said— 

In the motion of the attorney general, the court 
recognize a becoming appreciation of the sad feeling 
which the announcement of the death of our brave 
townsman has inspired in the bosom of our entire 
community. It is fitting the court, and indeed every 
branch of the government, should exhibit the sincer- 
est evidences of the afilix.;on which all have sustain- 
ed in the death of one who surrendered his life in the 
defence of his country. Custom has prescribed among 
its usual cold ceremonials, the expression of grief at 
the final departure of any distinguished citizen; but 
when the resolute and noble defender of the honor 
of the country and the integrity of the soil is swal- 
lowed up in the jaws of death, whilst in the act of 
adding, by his daring intrepidity, another brilliant 
page to its history, the patriotis neart properly de- 
mands, and will have, the tribute which the just and 
grateful ever promptly pay to the gailant dead. To 
us all this is evident by the gloom which is every- 
where in our city, and which {he annunciation of a 
succession of the glorious victories of our arms can- 
not dispel. The court, therefore, can have no diffi- 
culty in concurring in the motion, responsive as 1s 
that concurrence to the feelings of the community 
and of its own. Major Ringgold was a citizen of 
Baltimore, known to us all, to some of us intimately, 
and by whomsoever and wheresoever known, recog- 
nized as a gentleman of the highest sense of honor 
and of the kindliest feelings of which humanity is 
susceptible. He is gone, but the fame his late bril- 
liant cunduct won, will hereafter constitute a part 
of the pride and history of his country. Let the 


court stand adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’clock. 





Masor Rinccoip.—The death of this gallant offi- 
cer has elicited warm eulogistic notices from the 
conductors of the Philadelphia press. The Philadel- 
phia U. S. Gazette remarks— 


Among the dead is Major Ringgold. His loss will 


be deeply deplored. He had acquired and used 
great skill in the particular arm to which he gave 
altention. For nearly twenty years he has been 
bringing that branch to something like perfection, 
and in almost the first occasion for ils use, he is struck 
down. Major Ringgold was a native of Maryland, 
and held a brevet rank. He was, we believe, a 
near relative of General G. Cadwallader, of this 


city. 

The Philadelphia North American has the follow- 
ing— 

Major Ringgold.—T he death of this accomplished 
officer is a heavy joss to the country. He had been 
entrusted with the revision of a system of tactics 
for our army and devoted much time and study to 
improving upon the English and French system.— 
His corps was as fine a one as any service could 
boast. He leaves unfinished, we think, a work which 
he was preparing on the utility and practicability of 
the flying artillery arm in our service. Major R.’s 
constitution was much impaired by his long cam- 
paigns in Florida, but passionately attached to the 
profession of arms, he still remained in the army and 
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His death has stricken thousands of hearts that 
guch under the blow, with feelings which no ordina- 
ty public calamity could have excited. He was ge- 
nerally known and appreciated in this city as the 
Bayard of the age—the star of the war; and his ca- 
reer was watched with anxious eyes and hearts.— 
That it would be glorious no one doubted; but who 
thought that an orb so bright would sink so early?— 
The soul of chivalry and honor, accomplished as a 
soldier, lofty as a patriot, beloved as a man, it de- 
mands an.agonizing struggle to reconcile us to such 
a sacrifice. And yet it isa noble one. In the flash 
of his fame he has died, as he lived—for his coun- 
try. The offering was doubtless a glad one. He 
desired no brighter fate than such a death; he could 
leave no richer heritage than such an example.— 
While we feel as if destiny had robbed the future 
of the fame which such a nature must have won, 
we dare not repine that his career has been closed, 
in its morning, with this sunburst of glory. His 
memory will be gratefully cherished so long as hon- 
or hasa victory, freedom a hero, or his country a name. 


LievTenant Ranpo.pn Rivgexy, son of General 
Charles Sterret Ridgely, of Elkridge, Anne Arundel 
county, Maryland, was the officer upon whom de- 
volved the command of the corps of flying artillery 
after Major Ringgold received his mortal wound.— 
Letters from the army speak in the highest terms of 
the manner in which he took his battery into action. 
At the commencement of the second battle he was 
ordered to the front, came rapidly into battery, gave 
the enemy one round, and then dashed on to the 
“‘charge,”’ led by the intrepid, 


Carrain May, of the 2d regiment U. S. dragoons, 
whom, if we may notexactly claim as a Marylander, 
(at least until retrocession 1s effected by the District, ) 
is at least more of a Marylander than of any other 
State of the Union. Capt. May is a native of the 
city of Washington, son of Dr. May, of that place. 
On organizing the 2d regiment of dragoons, during 
Gen. Jackson’s administration, he was amongst 
those who, from civil life, received a commission as 
lieutenant in the corps, and was ordered to Florida, 
where the regiment was subjected to severe active 
service against the Seminoles, and the lieutenant 
was entrusted with many responsible duties. One of 
those Jed him into a personal rencontre with the ce- 
lebrated chief of the tribe, Puinup, whose camp a 
charge was made upon, and who was knocked down 
and secured by Lieut. May, at the moment he was 
raising his rifle to shoot the daring young officer. 

At the battle of Resaca de Ja Palma, of the 9th 
inst., the Mexican commander had chosen a judi- 
cious position, occupying a defile, and presenting a 
battery in front of nine pieces of artillery, whose 
fire, if allowed, must have been deadly to the at- 
tacking army. They had already commenced a can- 
nonade. This was the crisis of the day, and was so 
perceived by the American commander. ‘Turning to 
the commander of the 2d dragoons, 

“Sir,” said Gen. Taytor, “your regiment has 
done nothing yet. You must take that battery.” 

“Men,” said Capt. May, instantly, by way of re- 
ply, ‘‘we must take that battery!—follow.” 

“Charge!” was the word. 

Capt. May is said to have cleared the enemies bat- 
tery ten yards in advance of his troop. He was 
mounted upon his favorite.charger, ‘“Tom,” the same 
on which he made the charge upon Phillip’s camp, 
and who now received a severe wound. The 2d 
| dragoons at the charge comprised seventy men and 

officers, of whom nine were kiiled and eleven were 
_wounded. Twenty-eight of their horses were killed 
| and eleven were wounded. This is sufficient proof 
that the Mexicans fought gallantly. it was no con- 
temptible enemy that had to be encountered—no 
trifling battery that had to be carried—and was so 
gallantly carried and kept. ‘Ihrice the Mexican 
dragoons returned to the charge, and thrice were 
they as bravely repulsed. 


Cart. S. H. Warxer, Commander of the Texas 
Rangers. Having, in our last number, claimed this 
intrepid officer, with some pride, as a native: of 
Maryland, we feel constrained by the discourteous 
terms in which his late affair with the Mexicans has 
been noticed by certain journals, to place his intrepi- 
dily beyond all question, even with those ever so 
prejudiced. We may premise, by observing, that 
Capt. Walker is testified to in the National Intelli- 
gencer of last week, as having resided in the city of 
Washington for some years prior to his going to 
Texas, working industriously at his trade as a house 
carpenter. 

Walker’s natural enterprizing disposition had a 
fair field on arriving in Texas. His fearless daring 
soon distinguished him. He was immediately em- 
ployed in hazardous enterprizes against the Mexi- 
caus. New Orleans papers have stated that Walker 








died a martyr to his country. 
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which 300 ‘li exans, under Col. FisnHerR, encountered 
some 2000 Mexicans, and were severely defeated.— 
This was a mistake in the editors alluded to. Walk- 
er had been employed in that expedition, but having 
adventured into the Mexican territory in advance of 
the Texan forces, was made prisoner, and was in the 
hands of the Mexicans during the battle, and of 
course took no part in the engagement. After the 
Texans had surrendered they were marched to Ma- 
tamoros and thence to the Castle of Perote on their 
way to Mexico, and Walker with them. 

For a time the prisoners were treated with some 
degree of kindness—but as they advanced into the 
country, the Mexican officers under whose charge 
they were, threw off all the restraints of their arti- 
cles of agreement, and evinced towards them the 
most unfeeling brutality. The Mexican soldiers had 
repeatedly been allowed to beat them, and the young 
officers, whose conduct in this respect was very wide- 
ly different from that of their seniors in the Mexican 
service, treated them with a severity as disgraceful 
as it was unjust. On reaching Salado, stung to des- 
peration by the crueliy they received, they resolved 
to rush upon their guards and make their escape.— 
Among the privates foremost in this charge was 
Walker. When the signal was given he seized one 
of the sentinels at the inner door of the prison-yard, 
and Cameron, a gallant Scotchman who was after- 
wards by order of the president, shot in cold blood, 
seized the other. Both were instantly disarmed and 
the Texans rushed into the outer court, where the 
arms and cartridge boxes were guarded by 150 of 
the Mexican infantry. These were speedily driven 
out; and while the Texans were arming themselves, 
the Mexican cavalry, and a company of infantry 
formed in front of the outer gate. The Texans 
charged through them, killing nine or ten and wound- 
ing more and themselves sustaining a loss of five 
killed and five wounded. Only about half of the 
Texans, who numbered in al! 214, were engaged; the 
Mexicans numbered 300. 

The escaped Texans soon lost their way, became 
involved in the mountains, were deceived by false 
information, reduced to the extremities of hunger 
and thirst, and finally recaptured by straggling Mex- 
ican parties. They were again taken to Salado, de- 
cimated by order of the commander, and every tenth 
man shot in cold blood! The inhuman manner in 
which this fiendish butchery was conducted, may be 
inferred from the fact that one of its victims, Henry 
Whaling, was wounded fifteen times before he was al 
last killed by one of his murderers, who placed a gun 
to his head and blew out his brains. 

These particulars are recorded in Green’s history 
of the Mier expedition. Walker's name does not oc- 
cur in any subsequent part of the narrative; but he 
is named as one of the nine who made their escape 
from the city of Mexico. The whole number of 
persons originally engaged in the expedition was 261. 
Of these, ten were killed at the battle of Mier, and 
six others subsequently died of wounds received 
there; five fell in the atlack upon the guard at Sala- 
do,on the Lith of February, 1843; seventeen were 
shot at the decimation ordered by Santa Ana, oh the 
25th of March; one (Capt. Cameron) was shot on 
the 25th of April; five died in the mountains after 
the escape from prison; and thirty-five died of suf 
fering and starvation in Mexico; seven were re- 
leased through the intercession of the American 
minister, four at that of the British minister; exght 
wounded at Mier effected their escape; and nine es- 
caped from Mexico, of whom Walker was one. He 
was from Galveston, and is a native of Prince George, 


Maryland. 
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ihd privilege of being received without pay, and 
Gen. Gaines accepted them as part of the regiment 
which he authorised Colonel Bayley Peyton to raise in 
anticipation of a new call. They accordingiy went 
over on the 16th instant to take their places in 
the ranks of the Louisiana volunteers. Another 
company from Alabama went over with them to re- 
quest the same privilege. It is composed of citizens 


H. Platt. 


Louisiana—Volunteers pour into New Orleans en 
route for the army, from all directions so rapidly, 
that the governor finds it difficult to dispose of them. 
A proclamation has been issued stating that the 
state’s quota of four regiments is full, and that no more 
can be received. The organization of Col. Peyton’s 
regiment under the authority of Gen. Gaines, will 
still continue. 

The Legislature of the state on the 18th inst. pass- 
ed a bill appropriating $200,000 for the equipment 
and transportation of the volunteers to Texas. 

The Central Bank, of New Orleans, on the 19th, 
placed whatever funds might be required by the go- 
vernor for the despatch of the troops at his disposi- 
tion, free of charge. 


Kentucky.—The promptitude of the Kentuckians 
shows that they are as ready as ever to anticipate a 
cull. We notice on another page Governor Owsley’s 
proceeding. The Louisville Legion composed of eight 
companies, was toembark for New Orleans on the 
24th instant. Some of the companies have an ex- 
cess of men. Distinguished military men of Ken- 
tucky have tendered their services to Governor 
Owsley. 

The Northern Bank of Kentucky on the 18th instant, 
placed $250,000 at the disposition of the governor, 
to enable him promptly to fulfil any requisition upon 
Kentucky for the southern army. 

The Louisville Journal of the Qist instant, says 
that some of the manufacturing establishments in 
that city have been compelled to suspend operations 
for want of hands, so great is the number of opera- 
tives who have joined the army. 

Missouri—The St. Louis volunteers, numbering 
about 600, were to march to Jefferson barracks on 
the 16th instant, from which point they would em- 
bark for the south. Volunteers from the interior of 
the state were constantly arriving in St. Louis. 





Judge Mullanphy, of St. Louis, has raised $4,500 
| by private subscription to defray the expenses of the 
| volunteers. 
| At St. Louis committees have been appointed at a 
town meeting to solicit subscriptions in aid of the 
families of volunteers from that eity. 

Ohio.—The Cinciiinati papers announce that one 
thousand men in that city are only waiting for orders. 
in various other sections of Ohio, volunteer corps are 
forming. 


Indiana.—T wo volunteer companies have heen or- 
ganized in New Albany, and they report themselves 
ready to march ata day’s notice. Two corps have 
also been raised at Evansville. 

Hoosier pluck!—A western editor says, a strapping 
customer who Jooked as if he could ‘“‘chaw up” a 
half dozen Mexicans at one meal, without being sa- 
tisfied, reached our city yesterday morning, from an 
interior county (Putnam) in Indiana, for the purpose 
of joining one of the volunteer companies. So anx- 
ious was he to enter into service, that he walked the 
entire distance from home, which was more than a 
hundred miles, barefooted. He is one of the right 
kind of **boys.” 


Illinois. —The St, Louis papers say three volunteer 





Those who are certainly best qualified to judge of | companies at Quincy, Illinois, were ready to march 


the recent services of Capt. Walker, the officers 
of the U. S. army of occupation, have raised a purse 
of $1000 for Capt. Walker, the brave Texan Ranger, 
as an evidence of their appreciation of his services. 


YOLUNTEERS FOR THE ARMY OF INVASION. 


The general movement throughout the country 
may be judged of from the following brief summary 
which we take partly at random from innumerable 
articles of similar import which now crowd the dai- 
ly journals from every direction. 

Maryland.—About 260 gallant volunteers, under 
the command of Captains Stewart, Piper, and Stei- 
ner, broke up their camp in ‘Howard's Park on the 
Q7th instant, and after marehing through the city of 
Baltimore, took passage in the ears for the city of 
Washington, where they designed to report to the 
commandant of the “District Volunteers,” with a 
view of expediting their arrival at the frontier, 

Alabama—-The. ‘Relief Volunteers,’’ of, Montgo- 
mery, Alabama, commanded by Captain Elmore, 
when they arrived at Mobile, received information 
that the Louisiana requisition was filled, and that 


they could not be received into service. They in- | 


mediately sent an agent to New Oricans to solicit 


to the assistance of the army in the south, whenever 
| their services should be required. 

Tennessee volunteers.—The Nashville Whig of the 
19th instant, says that volunteers from every part of 
Teunessee are daily tendering their services to Go- 
vernor Brown. The Whig adds—‘A draught will 
certainly take place, but it will be to ascertain who 
shall be compelied to stay at home. ‘Tennessee will 
be ready to furnish more than her quota of any num- 
ber that may be needed.” 

The Nashville Banner says, five thousand Ten- 
nesseeans will be ready whenever their services are 
required. 

The Union Bank of Tennessee has offered a loan 
of $100,000 to the governor of Tennessee, to equip 
the volunteers for the war. 








The Government of the United States have purcha- 
| sed the three vessels which were built here last year for 
| Mexico and designed as a sort of Guarda Costos or 
revenue cutters. There were five built —two of which 
sailed early last summer—the remaining three, owi 
to some difficulty we believe about payment, remam 
and have now become American instead of Mexican 
‘vessels, 





of Mobile and Tuscaloosa, commanded by Col. W. | f 





Ae arn met ieee ptieecsecocenrs--<c seen 
INCIDENTS. OF THE CAMPAIGN, 
From the New Orleans Bee. May 18. 

OrriciaL DesPATCH TO GEN. GAINES. We have been 
politely favored with a perusal of the official despatch 
addressed by Gen. Taylor to Gen. Gaines. dated froy, 
his on the field of battle, three miles from Mata. 
moros, May 9th, 1846. It does not differ materially from 
the accounts of the two rg a already laid be. 
fore the public. On the 8th Gen. T.. drove the enemy 
tom their position, and occupied it during the night. 

The loss in this conflict was 12 killed and 39 woung, 
ed. On the 9th, the army resumed its march, until j; 
encountered the enemy, protected, as Stated in our ex. 
tra, by a ravine, with artillery on its right. is battery 
was stormed by Capt. May’s company of dragoons.— 
The number of killed and wounded on our side couly 
not be ascertained. Private accounts make the numbe; 
something over one hundred. __ 

In this second engagement Lieut. Inge, of the 2d dra. 
goons, Lieut. Cochran of the 4th infantry, and Liey;, 

hadbourne of the 8th infantry, were killed. Officer, 
wounded: Lieut. Cols McIntosh and Payne, Caps, 
Montgomery and Hooe, Lieuts. Gates, Maclay, Selden, 
Burbank, Jordon, and Fowler of the infantry. 

The despatch states that the forces under Gen. Taylor 
were two thousand three hundred men, and that they 
had to contend against 3,800 Mexicans of the regula; 
army and about 2,000 irregular cavalry. ; 

The fort opposite Matamoros has been incessan}ly 
bombarded during one hundred and sixty hvars, during 
which an immense number of shot and shells wer 
thrown in it. No material damage has been sustained, 

An express from Washington arrived at New Orleans 
on the 17th inst. with accounts of the action of Presi. 
dent Polk, and the cabinet at Washington, on receipt of 
the news of the status belli existing on the Texan frop. 
tier. The news caused great rejoicing. 

The Galveston Civilian, speaking of Gen. Arista; 
correspondence, which fell into the hands of Genen! 
apt says: ; 

he plan of the campaign, and the instructions fron 
Gen. Arista’s government, ordered him to take posse 
sion of Point Isabel; this was to be the brief act of hos 
tility; he was to fortify it as strongly as ible. He 
was likewise ordered to take possession of the mouth of 
the river and fortify it at once. 

Afier the rout, Gen. Taylor dispatched Capt. Can, 
of the dragoons, with a guard,to convey the intelj 
gence. They bore so many of the enemy’s colors with 
them that they presuined in the fort that it was the Mer. 
icans coming up to make an assault, it being dark, aod 
the fort fired upon them, but foriunately injured no one, 

The total number of volunteers furnished by the sta 
of Louisiana up to the 18th inst., was 4,753, and com- 
panies were still pouring in from every direction. 

Capt. D. J Ricardo’s corps of Ranger, seventy-one 
men in all, had left for Point Isabel, without waiting tc 
their bounty wad caps. 





Tue New Orveans Buivetin Exrra oF Tue 191 
furnishes the following intelligence brought by th 
steamer James L. Day, Cap. Griffin, which ki 
Brazos St. Jago on the 16th. inst. | 

Expepition aGaiwst Barita, &c.—Captain G. it 
forms us that General Taylor left Point Isabel on th 
morning of the 13th, with about two hundred me 
and a supply of provisions for the army at the camp 
After proceeding a short distance, however, he dee 
ed it expedient to return and increase his escort, a 
take with him a large quantity of supplies. He di 
so, and took up his march again for the camp, on ti# 
morning of the 14th, with from six to eight hundred 
men, a park of artillery, and about two hundred a! 
fifty wagons. He was met about midway betwee 
Point Isabel and the camp, late on the evening of tt 
15th. Up to that time he had not met the enemy, 
was it anticipated that he would encounter opposilid 
as the general impression was that the enemy had 
treated from our soil immediately after their 
astrous defeat on the 8th and 9th, and sought salt 
on the west bank of the Rio Grande. 


While General ‘Taylor was at Point Isabel » 
received intelligence that the Mexicans were gathem™ 
in large numbers at Barita, a Mexican town, im 
ately on the bank of the Rio Grande. On being this 
informed, he ordered the town companies of Louisit® 
Voluntéers under Captains Desha and Stockton, a 
a detachment of United States infantry, [from Jefe 
son Barracks,] numbering in all, regulars, and voli 
teers, about one thousand men, composed entirely 
infantry, to proceed to the attack of that town. J 

These troops embarked on the morning the 15th; 
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their ammunition across, Commodore Conner ¥ Miiithout much 4 
his whole squadron, consisting of the steam sie ved 16th: brig 
Mississippi, the frigates Cumberland, Rarie * 3 y Emer, of Mj 
Potomac, sloop Mary, the brig Lawrence, 3 Hood master 
schr, Santa Anna, at the same time weighed 4? Ola, with tw 









and sailed for the mouth of the river, intending 
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i ing with his boats; and to aid 
ct the troops in crossing an 
e the attack vith his men. The expedition was 
i . : 

















1and of Colonel Wilson. 

mn under ie 1 Taylor intended to cross the river at or near 

rom By. camp, to take possession of Matamoros, and the 
pe eepedition was ordered for the double purpose of dis- 
id be. “iving the Mexicans from their position at Barita, 
nemy rr j assisting General Taylor in occupying Matamoros, 
ht. wuld he be o , py 
wap. | Genefal Taylor intended to cross the river on a 
<p ridge formed of the boxes of his wagons catilked 
vattery «ht For this purpose he had ordered all the oakum 


ons.— .¢ Point Isabel to be sent up to the camp. 


seid tain Griffin heard nothing whatever of the report 
_— Sistas was marching to Matamoros with 15,000 
2d dra. nep, por was there any certainty that the Mexicans 


Lieut, ,ai been reinforced, the general opinion, however, 
fficer as that they had been. ! 
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be transported, taken from the battle of the 8th and 
9th instant. 


command of Capts. Webster and Taylor, and salle | 
for New Orleans on Saturday the 16th inst. 

On the 15th, the steam schooner Augusta, sailed 
for St. Joseph, with all the wounded that were able to 


The New Orlean: Bee of the 20th, from a.private 
correspondent furnishes the following— 

Point Isabel, May 15,9 P. M. 

The steamer J. L. Day, which leaves here in a few 
hours, affords me an Opportunity of sending you a 
few lines of information from this place. We arriv- 
ed here, (that is company A, to which | am attach- 
ed) on the above named boat, on the morning of the 
14th, after a pleasant passage of three days, and 
found eyery thing wearing the most warlike aspect, 
anxiously waiting the hour when the order should 
be given to *‘strike tents” and tage up the line of 
march for that section of country where Mexicans 
most do congregate. A more cheerful set of men the 
sun never shown upon. You would suppose to look 
upon them, that they were prepariog for a festival 
rather than an encounter with a merciless enemy— 
so cheerful aud lighi-hearted do they go about their 
labor. 

The report prevalent in camp at this time is, that 
the Mexicans are within our immediate vicinity to 
the number of some six or seven thousand strong; 
as to its correctness, | cannot vouch, but certain it 
is, we are in the neighborhood of the enemy, and an 
attack at any hour would surprise no one here. 






































































































Caps There were none of the enemy between the camp 
Seldex, a point Isabel, if any remained on this side of the 
he a iver they were above the camp. 
at 
regula Camp opposire Matamoros, May 14th—at night, 
sesent| General Taylor returned to-night from Point Isabel. 
" during party of Dragoons since his arrival have swam over 
ls were nd brought a boat from the opposite side. The sen- 
stained, inel over this boat left im haste. 

Orleans All the prisoners whom we had in Matamoros were 
Ma xchanged day. before yesterday, besides. which, we 
an fits ave our enemy ninety seven wounded men. — 

P. 8. The camp is hurraing for the patriotism of 
| Arista's e citizens of New Orleans, having just heard of 

Genera! heir reception of the news of our situation and the 
| sromptness with which they acted. 
whe From the Picayune Extra, May 19.—On Saturday, 
>t Of hos. he 16th, intelligence was received from General 
ble. He aylor that he intended crossing the Rio Grande, | 

mouth of ust below his camp, by making a bridge with his wa- 
pt. Can, ons. So far every thing looked favorable to his de- 
re int 
dors with youth of the river, and were to send up detachments 
the Mer- » co-operate in the attack upon Barita. 
pen Arrival oF THE VOLUNTEERS—EXPEDITION AGAINST 
» the state Banita—Camp at Powr Isaser, Brazos, Sr laco. | 
and col: May 16.1846. 
jon. Genrs., The volunteer companies under command 
veidagit { Col. J. B. Walton of the Washington Regiment, on 
a i the 15th and went immediately into camp. 
which le amp, with a large train of wagons, and quite a for- 
sin G. hidable train of artillery, dragoons and infantry, 

b 1 on th mounting to some six or eight hundred. There was 
ewe sid latrival from the upper camp this morning, which 
' the cap assed him yesterday on his march: he has in all prob- 
he dear bility. ere this reached his camp. 

’ aol On the morning of the 15th, regulars enough.to swell 
ge did - amount to about one thousand embarked on board 
~ on the tsteamers Neva, Leo and Cincinnati, and at | o- 
ht unde , k were landed at the Brazos Santiago, and took 
andred a p their line of march for the Rio Grande, all under 
= betweel ‘command of Col. Wilson; their march is for 
J. of the arita, situated some fifteen miles up the river,where 
pn a stated the Mexicans are collecting considerable 
, +} ces, 
ascar The United States fleet consisting of tbe Mississippi, 
gas iis mberland, Raritan, Lawrence, &c. which ‘have 
j t safety a here for some days, have run down to the mouth 
ugh the river and come to, and with their boats will 

7 08s the troops undér the command of Col. Wilson | 
it Tseber south bank of the river. The steamers will be 
sre gathers teadiness at Barita to assist in the transportation 
WO, MEE Ca, ved ammunition. | 
yn baad Colonel Wilson’s command have with them two 
of Lo - * ations, and scarce a blanket, with no tents nor 
hock N » Dag train. At dark they had erossed 
[from " «| ichita, and were on their march for the river,— 
3, and Morning, the 16th, the sea is very high, and ‘the 
d entirely ot squally, so that the steamer Neva ‘cannot get 
beaeicy +.» and if it continues so, must create some 
g the : et hie Colonel Wilson’s camp for provisions and 





List 
hr. 








of Vessels at Brazos Santiago, May 16— 












ut much damage: schr. Gertrude, Flanders 
ved 16th: brig Apalachicola, arrived 16th: sehr. 


















Ola, wi . + om 
» With two companies of artillery under the 





| the 13th, for his camp on the river above, accompa- 


uterprize, Trainer, arrived 15 instant, brig 
; 
he troop" lon, arrived 14th inst., beat hard on the bar, but. 


General Taylor Jeft this place on the morning of 


nied by only one company of artillery and one of 
dragoons. He was dressed in a simple farmer's ap- 
parel, and his mode of conveyance a light wagon, 
driven by a negro servant. ‘There seems to be little | 
doubt, but he will reach his camp in safety. After| 
_which the general supposition is, the Mexicans will | 
have to prepare for squails. His dander is up since | 
the last engagements, and he seems determined to 








the fiddler paid. 


Four companies of the regular infantry accompa- | 
nied by one volunteer company of artillery and the | 


| Mobile volunteers left here to-day for Barita; a point 


1a few days by all the companies from this place, 
which will swell the number to some twelve or 
fifteen hundred men. It is General T'aylor’s inten- 


ard the steamer Jas. L. Day, arrived here on Thurs- | tion to keep possession of this puint, and to the vo- | of the campaign may be derived. 
ay morning the 14th inst., after a very pleasant pas-| lunteers he has assigned the honor of maintaining it. | 
ge of three days, and those by the Telegraph arrived 1 em of opinion that he will never have occasion to | 
Gen. | regret the hour he placed its guardianship in their | 
aylor left here on the morning of the 14th for his; bands. At least, they will, [ am sure, never dishonor | 


(themselves or the country whose rights they are 
| maintaining. 

| Colonel Forno arrived here this morning with five 
|companies which increases the force now here to 
| J,200 men. The teamsters and laborers number some 
(three hundred who are liable to be called on at 
(any moment for military duty, so the post may be 
considered perfectly safe from any incursions of the 
eneuy. 

During the enzagement of the 8th and 9th, about 
1,000 sailors and mariners from the fleet, at anchor 
off here, were landed, and were a formidable set of 
men to keep the place while the soldiers were absent. 
They are now on Soard their respective vessels and 
will not be called on again till a similar occasion 

may demand their services. 
| The vessels at anchor off here now are—the 
steamer Mississippi; frigates Cumberland, Potomac, 
Raritan, and St. Marys; brigs Somers and Law- 
rence. 

My next letter will doubtless be from the Ba- 


| 





| ately leave. 
In addition to the information contained in the 
above letter, we gather the following details— 


possession of Burita, consists of volunteers under 
command of Captains Desha and Stockton, with re- 
guiars enough to increase the number to about 
one thousand—the whole under the supervision of 
Colonel Wilson. At the last accounts they had 
crossed the Bocca Chica, and were on their march to 
the river. 

Though our correspondent states that General 
Taylor-left Point Isabel on the 13th, other letters 
‘date his departure from the 14th. On the morn- 
‘ing’ of the 16th, intelligence was received from 
General T. that he intended to cross the Rio 
Grande that night, by making a floating bridge of 
his wagon boxes. The next intelligence from the 
seatof war will doubtless be fraught with interest, as 





ner, of Mobile, arrived 16th; brig VirginiayJ.\% ; Mexi 
“it is not to be supposed that the Mexicans will per- 
wood master, arr. 14th inst., 7 days from Pen-! ¥ : 


“mit him to take possession of Matameros without 
resistance. 


show them that when the ball is fairly opened, the | was killed, and Hardee taken prisoner. 
ign, The fleet had sailed from off the Brazos to the | dancing must not cease until his tune 1s played and | is abont leaving; and I can‘t add another hasty word. 


jon the River Grande, where they will be joined in | 


rita, for which, as | before stated, we will immedi- | 


The forces which have left Point Isabel, to take | 
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i Leiter from Major L. J. Beali, to his brother Major B. 

L. Beall dated Point Isabel, Texas, April 27th, 1846. 
My Dear Brorner,— 

I wrote you a long letter yesterday, giving you the 
melancholy tidings of the death of your son-in-law poor 
Porter which I despatched by way of New Orleans. 
This morning, abouthalf an hour since, Mr. Catlett ar- 
rived, and will depart immediately for Austin. Gen. 
Taylor announces through him that hostilities have 
commenced. I have now but a moment left to give 
you an account of Porter’s death, which from all I can 
learn, was of a most cruel nature. He was sent out 
with aparty of ten men, to gain some intelligence con- 
cerning the late lamented Col Cross, (now ascertained 
to be murdered.) He was sent out on this duty some 


‘days, when he met with a Mexican sentinel who snap- 


ed his piece at him and retreated to the woods; being 
pursued by the men, they came on a camp, where they 
found nine horses belonging to the Mexicans, which 
they mounted. On their way back to Gen Taylor’s camp 
they were surrounded by forty Mexicans,and fired up- 
on. Pat Flood was killed, Porter wounded, but not 
before he had discharged both barrels of his gun with 
effect. This occurred during the heavy rain, and the 
men with Porter were unable to discharge their guns, 
and retreated to the chappzrel, only one man remaining 
near enough to see what took place afterwards. Flood 
was surrounded immediately and stabbed with knives, 
and the man thinks they served Porter in. the same 
manner after he had fallen from his horse. I have 
only time to express the deep and heartfelt regret tha ¢ 
has followed this sad occurrence throughout the army; 
and the feeling of sorrow with which I sympathise 
with you in this loss to your family. 

A note from the camp just received, informs me that 
a squadron of dragoons under the command of Capt 
Thornton, has been surrounded by about one thousand 
mounted Mexicans, and among other disasters Kane 


Mr. Catlett 


Your affectionate brother, 
L. J.BEALL. 


| 
} 





| Lieutenant Porrer. The Providonce Jour- 
'nal publishes a letter from an officer under Genl. 
| Taylor giving an account of the search for the body 
|of Lieut, Porter from which some idea of the nature 
The letter says, 


‘** As soon as the news of Porter‘s being shot was 
made certain, | was ordered, with a party of fifty men 
and two officers, to go and find his remains, if possible 
| and also get hold of some of the rascals by whom he 
|was killed. I started at daybreak on the 22d, with 
_two days’ rations, having as guides the same men who 
/had been with Porter. We marched, the first day, 
twenty-five miles, and encamped, as my guides assur- 
ed me, within two miles of the place where they were 
fired on. 


I cut a place in the ‘chapparel,’ and stowed my men 

away so snugiy that you might have passed a hundred 
| times without suspectinga soul was near. I hoped, 
| by keeping thus unseen, and making a very early start, 
| to come down upona nest of thescoundrels before the y 
| scattered for their daily scouts, and help myself to the 
| whole ofthem. After marching about four miles,how- 
| ever, the next morning, my guide gave up, admitted 
that he was mistaken in the trail, and could give me 
no farther assistance. All the other men who had 
‘been with Porter said the same. They could tell me 
nothing, save their belief that it was ina certain direc- 
| tion toward which they pointed. 





| My guides having all thus failed me, I had nothing 
| to do but try my own resources, so retracing our foot- 
/ steps about eight miles, I struck off right through the 
‘chapparel,’ steering by compass inthe course which 
would T thought, intérsect Porter's trail. Of the dif- 
| ficulty of this:march I can give you but a faint idea. 
Most of my.men were old Florida soldiers, and they 
all declared that their worst marches in its swamips 
and hammocks were play to this. 

The ‘chapparel, is made up of a variety of strong 
| gnarled shrubs, or rather bushes, from six to twenty 
| feet high, all bearing thorns, and ali.so crooked and 
twisted that you cannot look at them without squinting, 
between these it is filled up with prickly pear, Spanish 
bayonet, and an endless variety of other . plants, vines 
&c., all having the one common property of being full 
of thorns, spikes andprickles. We had often to crawl, 
and almost constantly to walk bent nearly double. 

After penetrating about four miles in this ‘manner, 
i'we.came at last to a thicket-of an entirely different 
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character, composed almost solely of a dry, white, 
thorny bush, without leaves, and so closely matted to- 
gether that it looked as if you could y run your 
arm into it. My advanced guard halted and said they 
could not get through it. I told them they must try, 
and by beating the bushes aside with butts of their 
muskets, they made a place large enough for one man 
to craw] in. 

The labour of the men in front was so severe that I 
had to change them every few minutes, and by the 
time I had gone a mile in this slow and painful man- 
ner, I saw from the general exhaustion of the men, 
that it was useless to attempt getting any farther. I 
then sent two of them up the highest bush I could see, 
for trees there were none, to discover the nearest out- 
let,but in every direction they could not see any thing 
but ‘chapparel.’ There was nothing for it, therefore, 
but to order and about-face and take the back track, 
untill we emerged from this horrible wilderness of 
thorns. . 

My two officers were almost exhausted, and two of 
the men taken sick, from the terible heat in this dense 
thicket, where not a breath of wind could relieve the 
close, sultry, unhealthy atmosphere, and where not a 
drop of water was to be had. When we got to water 
again every man would, I believe, had it been deep 
enough, have plunged in head foremost; fortunately 
it was nearly milk warm, so that unrestrained indul- 
gence was not very likely to injure them. 

My scout was entirely unsuccessful. My guide had 
misled me so far wrong that I could not get right, and 
was compelled to return on the third day, having 
marched at. least fifty.five miles, and hringing back 
nothing save the thorns, prickly pear needles, and the 
ticks, with which we were most abundantly garnished. 

My knees and arm, from the wrist to the elbow, bore 
a striking resemblance to pin-cushions. 

Poor Porter still lies, no doubt, a prey to the brig- 
ands, and the only way to obtain his remains will be 
by bribing some Mexican to bring them in. He has 
left a young wife and child utterly destitute, save the 
pension which, for five years, they receive from the no- 
ble generosity of our country — twelve dollars and a 
half per month.” 


LATEST FROM THE ARMY. 

The steamer Alabama left Point Isabel on the 19th 
5 P. M. and reached N. Orleans on the 22d. Capt. 
Taylor U. S. army came passenger. 

Captain Aulick, U.S. navy, in cammand of 500 
sailors and marines from the squadron, proceeded up 
the Rio Grande to act in concert with the detachment 
of the army which left Point Isabel under Colonel 
Wiison, for the capture of Barita. The squadron 
of boats reached the destination first. The Mexicans 
abandoned Barita, and the post was occupied by Col. 
Wilson on the 18th inst. 

Gen. Taylor reached his camp with the train of 
250 wagons with which he left Isabel on the Mth, 
and was preparing to cross the Rio Grand about 
three or four miles from his camp at 1 P. M. of the 
17th inst., with a view of taking Matamoros. As 
some two thousand Mexicans had been seen to move 
from the town towards the interior, it is believed no 
fighting would occur. No firing was heard from 
that direction before the Alabama left Isabel. 

The Mexicans are believed to be suffering dread- 
fully; without provisions, and without hospitals.— 
Their killed and wounded in the two late battles are 
estimated at over one thousand. 

The frigate Raritan had left the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, supposed for Vera Cruz. The steamer Mis- 
sissippi had-also left. 

General Smith’s command had commenced their 
march for the Island of Boca Chica. 

The volunteers from N. Orleans were rapidly ar- 
riving. Sixty Texians from Galveston had also ar- 
rived. ’ 
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DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT’s MES— 
SAGE OF MAY IITH. 
THE DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 
(no. 4.) 


Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Black. 
Department of state, Washington, Sept. 17, 1845. 
Information recently received at this department, 
both from yourself and others, renders it probable 
that the Mexican government may now be willing 
to restore the diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. At the time of their suspension General 
Almonte was assured of the desire felt by the presi- 
dent to adjust amicably every cause of complaint 





between the governments, and to cultivate the 
kindest and most friendly relations between the sis- 
ter republics. He still continues to be animated by 
the same sentiments. It was his duty to place the 
country in a condition successfully to resist the 
threatened invasion of Texas by Mexico, and this 
has been accomplished. He desires, however, that 
all existing differences should be terminated ami- 
cably by negotiation, and not by the sword. He 
is anxious to preserve peace, although prepared for 
war. 0 

Actuated by these sentiments, the president has 
directed me to instruct you, in the absence of any 
diplomatic agent in Mexico, to ascertain from the 
Mexican government whether they would receive an 
envoy from the United States entrusted with full 
power to adjust all the questions in dispute between 
the two governments. Should the answer be in the 
affirmative, such an envoy will be immediately dis- 
patched to Mexico. 

If the president were disposed to stand upon a 
mere question of etiquette, he would wait until the 
Mexican government, which had suspended the di- 
plomatic relations between the two countries, should 
ask that they may be restored. But his desire is so 
strong to terminate the present unfortunate state 
of our relations with that republic that he has 
consented to waive all ceremony and take the initia- 
tive. 

So soon as you shall have received the answer of 
that government you will communicate a copy of it, 
without delay, by some safe opportunity, to F. M. 
Diamond, Esq., our consul at Vera Cruz. You will 
also transmit a copy to this department. It is of 
great consequence that you should use as much dis- 
patch as possible in executing this important com- 
mission. The future course of this government may, 
and probably will, depend upon the answer which 
you may receive. 

[ need scarcely warn you to preserve the most in- 
violable secrecy in regard to your proceedings, mak- 
ing no communication to any person, with the excep- 
tion of Dr. Parrott, not indispensable to the accom- 
plishment of the object. There will bea vessel of 
war at Vera Cruz, ready to receive your despatch 
for this department, and to convey it to the United 
States with the least possible delay. 

I shall transmit this despatch, under an unsealed 
cover, but with the strictest injunctions of secrecy, 
to Mr. Dimond, as it is deemed advisable that he 
should be acquainted with its contents. 

The president relies which confidence on your zeal 
aud ability in executing the important duty commit- 
ted to your charge. Iam, &e. 


(wo. 2. 
Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanan. 
[Extracts. ] 
Consulate of the U. S. of America. 
Mexico, October 17, 1845. 

I had the honor, on the 10th instant, of receiving 
your communication of the I7thultimo. * * * * 
On Saturday evening, the 11th instant, [ obtained a 
confidential interview with the minister of foreign 
relations of the Mexican republic, in relation to the 
important charge which his excellency the president 
of the United States was pleased to confide to me, 
and am happy now to have it in my power to advise 
my government of a favorable result. The proceed- 
ings had with the Mexican government in this affair 
will be seen by reference to the enclosed documents, 
Nos. 1 and 2. 

No. 1] is acopy of a confidential communication 
addressed by this consulate to his excellency the 
minister of foreign relations of the Mexican govern- 
ment; and No. 2 is a copy of the said minister's an- 
swer to said communication. 

When I hunded the aforesaid communications to 
his excellency on Monday the 13th instant, I re- 
quested that an answer might be given as early as 
possible, and desired to be informed at what time it 
would likely be given. He promised that on Wed- 
nesday evening, the 15tb, and requested at that time 
a private interview with me, to be at eight o’clock 
in the evening, (not at the department, he said, but 
at his privace dwelling,) in order, as he said, that 
the affair might be kept as close and as little expos- 
ed to public view as possible, to avoid suspicion.— 
At the time appointed 1 went to hishouse. He (be- 
ing alone in his study) received me cordially and po- 
litely, and told me the answer was ready, and only 
wanted his signature, which he placed to it in my 
presence, stating, at the same time, that he would 
accompany the answer with some verbal, frank, and 
confidential explanations, which, after reading to me 
the answer, he did in the following manner: 

He said that the Mexican government, notwith- 
standing it felt itself very much aggrieved and of- 
fended by the acts of that of the United States in re- 





lation to the affairs of Texas, yet it would appear 


to be out of place to express these feelings ; 
munication of this nature; and that, if the por 
ment had but itself to consult, the ex 7 
these feelings would have been left out of the o, 
munication, as they only tend to irritate; byt that 
knew as well as he did that governments like ou 
must endeavor to reconcile the feelings and opin; 
of the people for their public acts; and that } = 
knew very well that a strong opposition were dail 
calling the attention of the public to, and SCrutin; 
ing and condemning every act of the governmen, 
and that the government endeavored to give them . 
little pretext as possible; and therefore wished met 
make this explanation to my government. 

And that, in relation to the qualities he had py, 
commended to be possessed by the person to be Sent 
out by the government of the United States for th 
settlement of existing differences, it was the wish , 
the Mexican government, and would be for the 
of both countries, that a person suitable in ey, 
respect should be sent, endued with the necegs, 
qualities, and not one against whom the governmey 
or people of Mexico should, unfortunately, ent 
tain a prejudice, which would be 4 great obstacle; 
the way to an amicable adjustment of differences, 
* *# * *¥ * * :, 
that, in order that the coming of the commissione 
might not have the appearance of being forced o 
them by threat, his government wished the navg 
force of the United States, now in sight of Ve 
Cruz, should retire from that place before his arri. 
val; and requested that 1 should inform his govern 
ment, by a communication, as soon as I should kno 
the fact, of their having left. These things her 
peated more than once, and with the appearance, 
a great deal of earnestness, and enjoined it upon a 
not to fail to advise my government; and that he com 
municated these things to me not as a minister, by 
as an individual and friend, who wished for the go 
exit of the contemplated mission. 

Notwithstanding my communication to the Mexi 
can government of the 13th instant was of the mo 
confidential character, as well as all the proceeding 
in relation to the affair, and this at the request o 
the Mexican minister, who himself enjoined secrec 
upon me, and promised the strictest adherence to i 
on his part, ° ° : . 























































































So you will be able to see what reliance can be placed 


on the most solemn injunctions of secrecy, as far 
this government is concerned. 


{Enclosure, No. 1.] 
Mr. Black to Mr. Pena y Pena. 
[Confidential.] 
Consulate of the U. States, Mexico, Oct. 13, 1845. 
The undersigned, consul of the United States « 
America, in a confidential interview with his exce 
lency Manvel de la Pena y Fena, minister for fa 
reign relations and government of the Mexican 
public, which took place on the evening of the Ilt 
instant, had the honor to advise his excellency th 
he, the undersigned, had received a communicati 
from the secretary of state of the United States; at 
having in that interview made known to his exce 
lency the substance of said communication, whi¢ 
contained a reiteration of the sentiments which, 
the time of the suspension of the diplomatic rel 
tions between the two countries, had been express 
to Genera! Almonte, and which were now renew? 
and offered to the consideration of the Mexican § 
vernment. . 
His excellency having heard, and considered ¥! 
due attention, the statement read from the come 
cation aforesaid, and having stated that, as the ¢ 
plomatic relations between the two govern 
had been, and were still suspended, the present 
terview could and should have no other charac 
than that of a confidential meeting, which was 8 
sented to, and only considered in that light by 
undersigned. bl 
His excellency was then pleased to renee 
the undersigned might, in the same confidentia 
ner, communicate in writing what had thus : 
made known verbally. In conformity to that wt 
the undersigned has now the honor to transm! vin 
with that part of the communication of the oe as 
of state of the United States referred to, and 8! 
following words, viz: F 
“At the time of the suspension of the wor 
relations between the two countries, Gen. . od 
was assured of the desire felt by the Pre tbetwe 
adjust amicably every cause of complaint iol 
the two governments, and to cultivate the ea 
and most friendly relations between the soager sail 
lies. He still continues to be animated by ficult 
sentiments. He desires that all existing ees je 
should be terminated amicably by negotiation, 
not by the sword. : 
“Actuated by these sentiments, 
directed me to instruct you, in the 4 
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j nt in Mexico, to ascertain from the 
plomatie Eamon whether they would receive 
rom the United States, entrusted with full 
adjust all the uestions in dispute between 
two governments. hould the answer be in the 
mative, such an envoy will be immediately dis- 
: 2 2 coor ssure his excellency that it 
rsi can assu ati 
bboy most heartfelt satisfaction he sees in the 
 eding proposition on the part of the president 
| re United States 2 ag sep the po al 
3 for war On both sides) that a door is still left 
08 or conciliation, whereby all existing differ- 
pes may be amicably and equitably adjusted, and 
myonor of both nations preserved inviolate, and 
ir friendly relations restored and fixed upon a 
or foundation than they unfortunately have hi- 
to been; and the undersigned has reason to believe 
Y they will not be blinded to their mutual interest, 
‘suffer themselves to become the victims of the 
chinations of their mutual enemies. 


if the president of the United States had been 
wed to stand upon a mere question of etiquette, 
would have waited until the Mexican govern- 
which had suspended the diplomatic rela- 
between the two countries, should have ask- 
that they might be restored; but his desire is 
to terminate the present unfortunate state 

our relations with this republic, that he has even 
sented to Waive all ceremony, and take the initi- 


» envoy 
ower to 


v0. 
in view of what is hereinbefore set forth, the un- 
signed is fully persuaded that the Mexican go- 
ment will not misconstrue the benevolent senti- 
nts of the president of the United States, nor mis- 
¢ his motives. 
His excellency wil] be pleased to return an an- 
er with as little delay as possible; and, in the mean 
ne, the undersigned avails himself of the occasion 
renew to bis excellency Manuel de la Pena y 
pa, minister of foreign relations and government 
the Mexican republic, the assurances of his dis- 
suished consideration and personal regard. 


JOHN BLACK. 


[Enclosure No. 2—Translation.] 
Mr. Pena y Pena to Mr. Black. 
{Conafidential. ] 
; Mexico October 15, 1845. 

Sin: | have informed my government of the pri- 
conference which took place between you and 
yself on the 11th instant, and have submitted to it 
confidential letter which you, in consequence of 
lagreeaby to what was then said, addressed to 
b yesterday. In answer, I have to say to you that, 
wugh the Mexican nation is deeply injured by the 
a States, though the acts committed by them in the 
{ of Texas, which belongs to this nation, my 
triment is disposed to receive the commissioner of the 
id Slates who may come to this capital with full pow- 
fum his government to settle the present dispute in a 
reasonable, and honorable manner; thus giving 
"proot that, even in the midst of its injuries, 
ils firm decision to exact adequate reparation 
»itdoes not repel with contumely the mea- 
of reason and peace to which it is invited by its 


“My government believes this invitation to be 
it good faith, and with the real desire that it 
Yiead to a favorable conclusion, it also hopes 
the commissioner will be a person endowed 
equalities proper for the attainment of this 
tiat his dignity, prudence, and moderation, and 
), ethess and reasonableness of his proposals, 
“altibute tv calm as much as possible the just 
of the Mexicans; and, in fine, that the con- 
®commissioner on all points may be sueh 
opted them that they may obtain satisfaction 
» , Juries, through the means of reason and 
tnd without being obliged to resort to those 
8 and force. 
lip nd SOVernment requires above all things is, 
3 nision of the commissioner of the United 
bias’ reception by us, should appear to be 
‘ws Ulely frank, aud free of every sign of 
: Bocgyng - And thus, Mr. Consul, while 
ty to your government the disposition 
ines of that of Mexico to receive the com- 
» YOu should impress upon it, as indispen- 
Nin Previous recall of the whole naval force 
ty SiBht of our port of Vera Cruz. Its 
Me, degrade Mexico, while she is re- 
he Unite een ssioner, and would justly sub- 
b ted States to the imputation of contra- 
at foae ue vehement desirepf conciliation, 
Vou, lendship which is professed and assert- 


H : Made known to . . 
to you, Mr. Consul, with the 
mich you desired, the disposition of my go- 


‘American consu}, 





vernment; and, in so doing, I have the satisfaction 
to assure of my consideration and esteem for you 


personally. | 
MANUEL DE LA PENA Y PENA. 
To John Black, Esq. 
Consul of the United States at Mexico. 


(No. 3.) 
[Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanan. | 
[Extracts.] 
Consulate of the U. S. of America, 
Mexico, October 28, 1845. 

I had the honor of addressing you on the 17th and 
18th instant, in answer to your communication of 
the 17th ultimo, enclosing to you the answer of the 
Mexican government to my communication of the 
13th instant. ad * . * 

The Mexican government is very anxious to know 
when they may expect the envoy from the U. States; 
and also that 1 may soon be able to give it the infor- 
mation of the American squadron having retired 
from the port of Vera Cruz. 

We have rumors every day that a revolution is 
shortly to take place, but, as yet things are quiet.— 
Let this go as it will, I think an arrangement is safe, 
as ithas the sanction of the Mexican congress in 
secret session. 


(No. 4.) 
Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanan. 
[Extract.] 
Consulate of the U. S. of America, 
Mexico, November 4, 1845. 

A revolution is still talked of here, but the go- 
vernment is using all its vigilance to prevent it. It 
has its suspicions of General Paredes, and has sent 
orders for him to break up his cantonment at San 
Luis, and to disperse the troops to different parts of 
the republic. He must either obey this order, which 
will fate him without command, or pronounce 
against the government. 

If he pronounces, it will be for a military govern- 
ment, and, in that case, the federalists will join the 
government, and Paredes will be put down. I wish 
this government may stand, as I think it weil dis 
posed to arrange al] matters in dispute with the 
United States. I hope a minister will soon arrive to 
commence and secure the negotiation. There should 
be no delay. 

You will please to find enclosed copies of various 
documents from No. 1 to4 inclusive. * * * 

On the morning of the 30th ultimo, Mr. Monas. 
terio, the chief clerk of the foreign department of 
this government, called at this consulate, stating that 
he had come on the part of his excellency the min- 
ister, to say he had received my note of the 29th 
ultimo, and should answer it in writing; but, in the 
mean time, he had to communicate to me a disagree- 
able occurrence which had taken place at the port 
of Manzanillo; that an American armed vessel had 
entered the bay and very much alarmed the autho- 
rities of that place, which news the government had 
received direct by express; and he offered, if I 
would call at the department, to show me the official 
account, that 1 might know the particulars. In the 
course of the same morning I called as requested, 
when I found that the name of the vessel did not cor- 
respoad to any of our armed vessels. I told him we 
had no vessel of that name in ournavy. He replied 
that there might be a mistake in the name, but that 
it was an armed vessel of the United States. I then 
told him if his excellency the minister would give 
mea statement, in a confidential communication, 
I would see what could be done, and answer him, 
the result of which you have in Nos. 3 and 4. 


[Enclosure No. 1.] 
Mr. Black to Mr. Pena y Pena. 
(Confidential. } 
Consulate of the U. S. of America, 
Mexico, October 29, 1845 
The undersigned, consul of the United States of 
America, has the honor to advise his excellency 
Manual de la Pena y Pena, minister of foreign rela- 
tions and government of the Mexican republic, in 
view of the confidential note of his excellency of 
the 15th instant, in answer to that of the undersign- 


‘ed of the J3th, and also of the verbal request that 


the undersigned might inform his excellency of the 
occurrence of the withdrawal of the American 
squadron from before Vera Cruz whenever that 
event should take place. In compliance with that 
request, the undersigned has the honor to transmit 
herewith to‘his excellency a copy of a communica- 
tion addressed by Commodore Conner, commander 
of the American squadron before Vera Cruz, to the 

r. M. Dimond, Esq., of that place, 
by which his. excellency will see that the wishes of 
the Mexican government have been, in this respect, 
fully and promptly complied with. 








{n communicating this to the Mexican government, 
the undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 
renew to his excellency Manuel de la Pena y Pena, 
minister of foreign relations and government of the 
Mexican republic, the assurance of his distinguished 
consideration and personal esteem. 


Enclosure No. 2 
e Conner to Mr. Dimond. 
U. S. ship Falmouth, off Sacrificios, 
October 23, 1845. 

By the letter of Mr. Black, which you were kind 
enough to send me this morning, I learn that the 
proposition to enter into negotiation, made by our 
government to that of this country, had been accept- 
ed. There appears to exist, on the part of this go- 
vernment, some fear Jest they should be accused of 
being forced into this measure by the hostile attitude 
of the United States. 

Being fully aware that our governmet has had 
no intention of threatening this country, but, on the 
contrary, has always been actuated by a sincere de- 
sire to heal existing differences in a manner honora- 
ble to both nations, I believe that I shall best contri- 
bute to such an arrangement by withdrawing our 
naval force from before Vera Cruz. 


C 


[Enclosure No. 3.— Translation. } 
Mr. Pena y Penato Mr. Black. 
[Private. } 
October 31, 1845. 

My Dear Sir: Although this is not to be under- 
stood in any way as an intimation of the reopening 
of the friendly relations at present interrupted be-. 
tween Mexico and the United States, I find myself 
compelled, by an occurrence which has recently 
taken place on our coast of the Pacific, to ad- 
dress myself to you, inasmuch as this is demanded 
by the very nature of the occurrence, and the actu- 
al state which at this day is preserved by both go- 
vernments. 

{t will be within the knowledge of the consul that 
a sloop of war of his nation, named the ‘‘Palomita,” 
is cruising in the Pacific, for this vesse] has entered 
the bay of the port of Manzanilio, and a captain and 
a lieutenant colonel have landed from her, who have 
made known that said corvette is commanded by 
Mr. Maist Possets; that she carries twenty-two 
guns, and a crew of two hundred and thirteen men. 
The result being that the local authorities took alarm 
and placed themselves in a posture of defence, as 
was natural on the presence of a ship of war, and 
from the conduct of her commander. 

The government of Mexico has given its orders 
for the purpose of suspending for the present any act 
of hostility against the United States, and limits it- 
self to the defensive, awaiting the issue of the ne- 
gotiation proposed dy the government of the United 
States through the consul; and this proceeding de- 
mands, with still greater reason, that on the part of 
the one which has taken the initiative in that nggo- 
tiation, the same preventative orders should be issu- 
ed to the respective commanders in the navy of the 
United States, in order that, whilst the present stalu 
quo shall last, no vessel of war of its navy shall pre- 
sent itself with hostile display in any of our ports on 
either coast, or do any other act which may awaken 
apprehension in the local authorities or inhabitants 
of those coasts, 

This is very conformable to the principles of jus- 
tice, and it will be an evidence of proceeding in good 
faith, and with sincerity towards the pacific arrange- 
ment of the pending questions between Mexico and 
the United States. 1 remain, with the greatest con- 
sideration. 


{Enclosure No. 4.] 
Mr. Black to Mr. Pena y Pena. 
[Confidential. } 
Consulate of the United States of America, 
Mexico, November 3, 1845. 

The undersigned, consul of the United Statea of 
America, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the confidential note of his excellency Manuel de 
la Pena y Pena, minister of foreign relations and 
government of the Mexican republic, dated the 31st 
ultimo, in which the attention of the undersigned is 
called to a disagreeable occurrence which has taken 
place at the port of Manzanillo, by the entry of a 
vessel in the bay of said port, said to be an armed 
vessel of the United States, called the ‘Palomita;"’ 
that a captain and lieutenantcolonel had disembark- 
ed, from whom it was ascertained that the said ves- 
sel (corbeta) was commanded by Maist Possets and 
armed with twenty guns and two hundred and thir- 
teen men; and that the authorities of that place be- 
came alarmed, and put themselves in a state of de- 
fence in consequence of the appearance of said ves- 
sel and the conduct of its commander. 
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The undersigned regrets much that any such oc- 
currence has happened to give uneasiness and alarm 
to the local authorities of Manzanillo, an@ that the 
attentiou of the Mexican government, at this pecu- 
liar juncture in the affairs of the two countries, should 
be occupied and disturbed by aceounts of this nature. 
But the undersigned has reason to believe that, as 
far as the United States and its authorities are con 
cerned, the affair has been musreported; as, in the 
first place, the United States has no vessel of any 
description called the Palomita, nor the word cor- 
responding to it in English; neither is there an of- 
ficer in the whole United States navy, from a mid- 
shipman to a commodore, by the name of Maist Pos- 
sets, nor a vessel at the rate of twenty two guns,— 
All these corroborating circumstances go to show 
that the said vessel cannot be an armed vessel of the 
United States as reported, in relation to which the 
Mexican government will no do doubt soon be un- 
deceived by the same authorities from whom it has 
received ils information. 

His excellency is further pleased to state that the 
Mexican government has given orders to suspend all 
hostile acts against the United States for the pre- 











at this time might prove destructive to the govern-_ 
ment, and thus defeat the whole affair. ‘You know 
the opposition are cailing us traitors for entering into 
this arrangement with you.” [told him. } regretted 
this had not been known in tine, as the envoy would 
be now on his way to this capital, and that the Mex- 
ican government had set no time for his arrival, and 
it was to be presumed that they would be ready to 
receive him whenever he arrived. J know, he said, 
there was no time set; but from the conversations 
which | have had with yourself, and what I have 
heard from others, I had. good reason to believe that 
the envoy would not have been appointed by yotir go- 
vernment, or at least not have started on his mis: 
sion, until after the meeting of congress, which, he‘ 
said, he understood would not meet until the first of 
this month. » 
He said that the government itself was well dis- 
posed, and ready to proceed to the negotiation, but 
that if the affair was commenced now it would en- 
danger its existence; that the government were pre- 
paring the thing, collecting the opinion and ‘con- 
sent of the departments, which they expected to have 
finished by January, and then they would able to ‘pro- 





sent, and that this requires that like preventitive 
orders be given by the other side to the respective 
commanders of the United States navy during the 
present “‘statu quo,” for United States vessels of war 
not to present themselves in any of the Mexican 
ports, either of the north or south, withhostile show, 
nor do any other act which might inspire the au- 
thorities and inhabitants of the said coasts with sus- 
picion. 

The undersigned would here observe that the go- 
vernment and people of Mexico have reason to be- 
lieve that the government of the United States is far 
from entertaining any hostile intentions towards 
Mexico, as is fully demoustrated by the late conci- 
liatory measures moved and adopted by it towards 
the latter; and his excellency must be satisfied, from 
what has already transpired, that the undersigned 1s 
well-disposed to do every thing in his power to ac- 
commodate things to the wishes of the Mexican go- 
vernment, as far as is consistent with a discharge of 
his duty to that of his own; and he would be as care- 
ful not to offend nor wound the rights and honor of 
Mexico, as he would be to defend and sustain the 
rights and honor of his own country. 

With reference to his confidential note of the 29th 
ultimo, the undersigned aviles himself of the occasion 
to renew to his excellency Manuel de la Pena y 
Pena, minister of foreign relations and government 
of the Mexican republic, the assurance of his dis- 
tinguished consideration and personal regard. 


(No. 5.)—Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanen. 
[EXTRACT.]} 

Consulate of the U. S. of America, Mexico Dec. 18, 1845. 

On Wednesday the 3d instant, 1 received a letter 
from our consul at Vera Cruz, dated the 29th of No- 
vember, informing me that a vessel had just arrived 
at Sacrifitios, on board of which was the hon. John 
Slidell, who had sent for him, the said consul, to 
come down to that place, as he washed to leave Vera 
Cruz for this capital by that night’s diligence; but he 
the consul, was of opinion that he would not be able 
to leave until the next stage, 

On the receiptof this letter, I called at the foreign 
department of this government to see the minister of 
foreign aflairs, and was informed by Mr. Monasterio, 
the chief clerk, that the minister was up stairs with 


the president, and that he was going up to see him, | ceptions, and these not applying to foreign relations, 


and would advise him of my wish. He soon returned, 
and requested me to go up, as the minister wished to 


see me. 


me,and accosted me, saying that the government 
was informed that there was an arrival at Vera Cruz 


I went up to the president’s quarters, when, | sult the council. 
the minister came out into the ante-chamber and met when the executive determined to renew diplomatic 


ceed in the affair with more security; that ‘the go- 
vernment were’afraid that the appearance of the 
envoy at this time would produce a revolution against * 
it, which might terminate in its destruction. | 


(No. 6 )—Mr. Slidell to Mr.. Buchanan. 
[EXTRACTS ] 

Legation of the U. S. of America, Uexico, Dec. 17, 1846. 
By my letter of 30th ultimo, | had the honor to 
inform you ot my safe arrival at Vera Cruz. I reach- 
ed this city on Saturday, the 6th instant, having been 
detained two days by the stoppage of the mail coach 
at Jalapa. At Puebla I was met by our consul, Mr. 
Black, who in some measure prepared me for. the 
| delays and difficulties 1 should have to contend with, 
\in placing myself in relation with this government, 
| by saforming me that in a private interview which 
| he had had with the minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Manuel de la Pena y Pena, for the purpose of an- 
| nouncing to him my arrival at Vera Cruz, that func- 
| tionary had manifested great surprise that a minister 
| should have presented himself so soon, aud intimated 
| that the state of things was such that he should have 
| preferred less promptness on the part of our govern- 
ment. On Monday, the 8ih instant, 1 addressed to 
the minister of foreign affairs a note, in the usual 
form, announcing my arrival in the capital, accom- 
panying it with a copy of my letter of credence and 
your official’ communication to the minister of fo. 
| reiga affairs, and asking to be informed when and 
where I should be admitted to present my creden- 
tials to the president. Of this note I annex a copy. 
lt was handed by Mr. Black to the minister, who| 
assured him that [ should have an answer on the 
following Wednesday, and requested him to call and 
receive it. On that day, however, Mr. Black re- 
,ceived a note from the secretary of the minister, 
| Stating that it was necessary to submit the matter to 
| the council of government, and that he would be ad- 
| vised when the answer would be given. Mr. Slack 
| has since had another interview with Mr. Pena,and 
_has prepared at my request, a statement of what 

| passed between them, which I send you. 
| This council of government is a permanent body 
| of a very anomalous character, composed of per- 
| sons not removable by the executive. Its functions, 
|so far as | can understand them, are, with a few ex- 








'merely advisory, and no obligation exists on the part 
| of the executive, but in the exceptional cases to con- 
The council was not consulted 


. contemplated negotiations upon the subject 


— —_—_—— -——-- + — ~—— 





ark Vaneat oe : ——_____— 
fectly well known that, it has advised against y),._ 
The inostabsurd reasons have been advanced a vinat 
my recognition, co absurd, indeed, that they w r 
appear.scarcely credible to any one not anon 
spot. *% . , * rn - * . . 
The objections started were, that my crederiijals 
did not appear:to have been given with the san. tio, 
of congress, that my appointment had not been cop, 
firmed, by the senate, that this government had agreed 
only to receive a commissioner, and that, consequent. 
ly, the: appointment of an envoy extraordina; 
aod minister plenipotentiary was not in accordance 
with the letter of the 15th October from the minister 
of foreign affairs to Mr. Black; that this letter only 
of Texas: 
and, finally, to vap the climax of absurdity, that my 
powers were not sufficient. 1 hope, before the clos 
ing of this despatch; to obtain information of the 
precise grounds upon which the council finally de. 
cided to recommend that I should not be received, 
Having received noreply to my note of the gin 
instant, and no assurance of the time when I inight 
expect one, I addressed another on the 15th instant, 
(a copy of which you will find herewith), stating my 
desire to communicate speedily with my government, 
and requesting to kaow when I might expect an an. 
swer. I have, while writing this, received a com. 
munication from the minister of foreign relations, 
of which ! shall furnish youa copy. You will ob. 
serve that it is dated yesterday, although I have no 
doubt that it was written after the final negative de- 
cision of the council which was rendered on that 
day. You will find it evasive and unsatisfactory, in. 
timating difficulties respecting my credentials, and 
that negotiations were, by the terms of his letter to 
our consul, to be confined to the subject of Texas,— 
It concludes with an assurance that | shall be inform. 
ed at the earliest moment of the decision of the 
council, to whom the matter had been submitted. 
You will observe that this note is not addressed to 
me in my official vapacity; the onission to do so is 
certainly not an accidental one. I feel considerably 
embarrassed as to the proper course to pursue in rela- 
tion to this circumstance, unimportant in itself, but 
not without significancy when taken in connexion 
With other circumstances. Your instructions direct 
me to bear and forbear much for the purpose of pro- 


moting the great objects of my mission. 
x rd * * * w 


As for myself, personally, | should feel very in:if- 
ferent to any question of mere etiquette, but in my re- 
presentative capacity f ought not silently to suffer any 
mark of disrespect. Although not yet recognised by 
this government as the person with whom it is willing 
to enter upon official relations, so far as my own! 
concerned, I am its representative here, and all othe 
considerations apart, the interests of my mission 
with a people attaching peculiar importance (c 
forms, require that I should not allow any violation 
of accustomed courtesies to pass unnoticed. My pr 
sent iatention is ta address note to the minister of {c 
reigo relations, couched in the most respectful terms 
attributing ,the omission to address me by my pro 
per title to inadvertence, and suggesting the expec: 
tation that it will not be repeated. This, however 
I shall not do without proper reflection and consults 
tion of precedents, if any such can be found. The 
is Jess reason for immediate reply, as 1 am satistied 
that nothing is to be gained by pressing upon the g° 
vernment al this moment; their existence hangs by 
thread, and they retain power, not by their ow 
force, bul solely by the inability of their oppones 
to agree among themselves. The great object of th 
administration, 1 all matters, is to. gain time, to 4 
nothing to compromit themselves, in the hope the 





|relations with the United States, and a. recourse to 
‘itat this moment was altogether gratuitous. It is 


from the United States, bringing out a:commissioner | a notorious fact that several of the members of this 


by which the government was taken by surprise, and 
asked me who-could this commussioner be, and what 
had he come for? | told him i did not know, but! 
presumed it was the envoy which the Mexican go- 
vernment had° agreed to receive from the govern- 
ment of the United States; ali the information which 
1 had upon the subject was, that the consul of the U. 


council are not only in open and violent opposition 
,to the present administration, but are endeavoring 
to get up a revolutionary movement to overthrow il, 
land it is generally understood that a majority of 
‘them are unfavorably disposed towards it. 

| The impression here among the best informed per- 
sons is, that while the president and his cabinet are 


States at Vera Cruz had ‘advised me, in a letter un- | really desirous to enter frankly upon a segotiation 


der date of the 29th Noveniber, that the hon. John 


Slidell had just arrived at Sacriticios, and wished to | United States 
leave Vera Cruz for this capital by the first dili- | 


'which would terminate all the difficulties with the 
¥ * * 


This at least is certain, the administration In re- 


gence, and that | was under the impression that this | ferring a matter entirely within their own compe- 


person was an envoy frouy the government of the U. | tence to a body whose decision they cannot control, | 


States to that of Mexico, as we had’ good reason to | and upon whose sympathies they cannot rely, mant- 


expect one about this ime. 


the United States until January; as they 


prepared to receive him} and he desired, if possible, 


He said that ought not 


to be; the government did not expect an envoy from the 
were not | with them at best very problematical. 


| fest erther a weakness or a bad faith which renders 
the prosvect of any favorable issue to negotiations 


The Veliberations of tie Council, although ostensi- 


that he would not codie*tl tie capital, ner even dis- | bly confideitial, soon became known out” of doors. 
embark at this time, and thal I should’ efideavor to | lt tias been tw ice or thrice canvoked for the purpose 
prevent his doing so, a8 his appearence in the capital |of deliberating upon my reception. Aud it is per- 





if they can bold over until the meeting of the ne 


congress, which will take piace on the Ist of Jaa 


'{t would seem presumptuous in me, having Sv ° 
cently arrived, and with my necessarily very lime 
acquaintance and means of information, to expr 
any opinion.on this subject, but I, give at to et 
what it may be worth. A revolution, aod oes 8 
fore the meeting of congress, is a probable even f 
change of ministers almost.a certain one. myona" 
standing the desire, which | believe the present: 
ininistration really entertains, to adjust ail seit 
ficulties with us, so feeble and inert is it, that 
rather inclined to the opiniou that the chances e 
successful negotiation would be better with one " 
hostile, but possessing greater energy. Phe ge 
torn by conflicting factions, is in astale © P 
anarchy; ils finances in a. condition uiter y 
perate. * 3 ‘ ae 
A refusal to treatgvith, or even receive me nA 
in,the only cepacity ™m which | am authorise nasil 
under preiexts more or less plausible, Is @ Pr 
(fougtt, perhaps, to-say,a probable) event. ae 
2 Coulingency which could not have been a aad 
ed; and tor which your instructions have cop , 
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jy not provided. It will place mein a novel, awk- 

J ard, and most embarrassing position, and impose 
by n me a grave responsibility. Should it occur, I 
hall endeavor so to conduct myself as to throw the 
whole odium of the failure of the negotiation upon 
this government; point out, in the most temperate 

anner, the inevitable consequences of so unheard-of 
, violation of all the usages which govern the inter- 
course between civilized nations; and declare my in- 
tention to remain here until I can receive instruc 
tions adapted to the exigencies of the case. I trust 
that no time will be lost in furnishing me with in- 
structions that will enable me to act promptly and 

jecisively; and, to assure the requisite despatch, I 
would recommend that they be sent by a steamer 
from Pensacola. Sailing vessels are frequently from 
ffteen to twenty days making the passage from Ha- 
yana of the Balize to Vera Cruz. 

[ send you files of three principa! papers published 
here, viz. the Diario, Siglo, and Amigo de! Pueblo, 
which will enable you to form some idea of the state 
of public opinion as indicated by the press. The 
frst is the official government paper: it has not made 
the slightest allusion to my arrival, and preserves 
upon all other debatable subjects a silence equally 
oracular. The second, although it had a sort of 
semi-official character, and had heretofore supported 
the administration, has recently commented very 
freely upon its feebleness and inefficiency. The third 
is the leading opposition journal; it breathes the fierc- 
. States, denounces the pro- 

negotiation as treason, and, in the last number, 
openly calls upon the troops and the people to put 
down the government by force. os a * 

| had hoped tohave been prepared to forward with 
this a full statement of the tacts connected with the 
disputed payment of instalments of the Mexican in- 
demnity, but am not yet in possession of the neces- 
sary evidence; | am now engaged in collecting it, and 
expect to forward my report with my next des- 

atches. 
ae this by lieutenant Kennedy, who, at my re- 
quest was detached by captain Saunders from the 

St. Mary’s, which ship will, immediately on the ar- 
rival of lieutenant K. proceed to Pensacola. I shail 
detain the Porpoise untill I have somethiug definite 
to communicate. 

P.S. December 18, 1845.—At the moment I was 
sbout to close this, | obtained the dictamen of the 
council of government, published in the “Siglo.” 1 
send you the paper. 


{ENCLOSURE NO. 1.] 
Mr. Slidell to Mr. Pena y Pena. 
Mexico, December 8, 1845. 

The undersigned, who has been appointed envoy 
ttaordinary and minister plenipotentiary of tne U. 
States of America near the Mexican government, 
as the honor to inform your excellency that he ar- 
ed in this capitalon the evening of the 8th inst. 
ani requests to be informed of the time and place at 
hich he may have the honor to be admitted to pre- 
ut his letter of credence, (a copy of which he en 
wees), to the most excellent president of the repub- 
Mol Mexico, general Jose Joaquim Herrera. 
He also begs leave to present, herewith, a letter 
eased to your excellency by the hon. James Bu- 
hinan, secretary of state of the United States of 

tica, 
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
werto your excellency the assurance of his pro- 
und respect and distinguished consideration. 

JOHN SLIDELL. 

Tohis exe’ley. Manuel dela Pena y Pena, minis- 

ltrof foreign relations and government of the 

exican republic. 


Mr. Slidell’s letier of Credence. 
JAMES K. POLK, 
m"EIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Great and Good Friend: { have made choice of 
In Slidell, one of our distinguished cilizens, to 
* hear the government of the Mexican republic 
© quality of envoy extracrdinary and munister 
"Potentiary of the United States of America,— 
* Well informed of the relative interests of the 
,OUntries, and of our sincere desire to restore, 
"ale, and strengthen friendship and good corres- 
“tance between us; and, from a knowledge of his 
'Y and good conduct, | have entire confidence 
© will render himself acceptable to the Mexi- 
Svernment by his constant endeavors to pre- 
‘and advance the interests and happiness of 
tations, I, therefore, request your excellency 
_s him favorably, and to give full credence 
ver he shall say on the part of the United 
bee tnd I pray God to have you in bis safe and 
h ePing! 
a at the city of Washington, the tenth day 
mber, in the year of our Lord one thousand 








ence of the U. States the seventieth. Your good 
friend, JAMES K. POLK. 
By the president: 
James Buchanan, secretary of state. 
To his excellency Don Jose Joaquim Herrera, pre- 
sident of the Mexican republic. 


[ENCLOSURE No. 2 ] 
Mr. Black to Mr. Slidell. 
[exTRacTs.] 
Consulate of the U. S. of America, Mexico Dec. 15, 1845. 

In compliance with your request I have the honor 
to give you, herewith, a written strtement of what 

assed between his excellency Niauuel de la Pena y 

ena, minister of foreign relations, &c. of the Mexi- 
can government, and myscil, in two interviews had 
with the said minister, on the evenings of the 8th 
and 13th instant, held at his house, as follows: 

At the interview of Monday evening, the 8th inst. 
which took place between the hours of six and seven, 
I stated to his excellency that 1 presumed he knew 
of the arrival in this city of the hon. John Shidell, 
envoy, &c. from the government of the U. States.— 
He replied that he had been informed of it that day. 
I then told him that I had made known to Mr. Sli- 
dell what his excellency had communicated to me 
in our interview of Wednesday, the 3d instant, in re- 
lation to the fears entertained by the Mexican go- 
vernment on account of his arrival at this time, as 
it would have better suited the Mexican government, 
and they would be more able to carry out their 
views in relation to the mission of the envoy had 
arrived a month Jater; and that our minister, Mr. 
Slidell, had regretted much that he had not known 
the wish of the Mexican government in relation 
to this point before he left home, as it would also 
have better suited his convenience to have defer- 
red his coming a month longer; but it was his im- 


ment that he should arrive with as little delay as 
possible. 

His excellency replied that he had been under the 
impression, from what had been intimated by myself 
and others, that an envoy would not be appointed by 
the government of the United States until after the 
meeting of congress, which would not take place 
until the first of December; that the Mexican go-. 
vernment were engaged in collecting the opinion of 
the departments in relation to this affair, in order 
that they might be prepared and better able to carry 
out their views respecting the same; that he himself 
was well disposed to have every thing amicably ar- 
ranged, but the opposition was strong, and opposed 
the government with great violence in this measure, 
and that the government had proceeded with great 
caution; that nothing positive could be done until the 
new congress meet in January; but that in the mean 
time they would receive the minister’s credentials, 
examine them, and be treating on the subject. He 
wished to know when | thought the mimster would 
receive the confirmation of his appointment by the 
senate. I said tnis he would likely know in a few 
da s. * + ¥ * * 

then presented to his excellency the letter of the 
hon. John Slidell, enclosing a copy of his credentials, 
and a letter from the hon. James Buchanan, secreta- 
ry of state of the United States; at the same time 
asking the Mexican minister when it would be con- 
venient to give an answer; to which he replied on 
Wednesday evening, the 10th instant, at the same 
hour and place, and requested that | would attend to 
receive the same accordingly; to which J consented; 
but abcut 4 o’clock in the afternoon of that day, | 
received a note from Mr. Monasterio, chief clerk of 
the foreign department, advising me that the minister 
could not receive me that night, (as agreed on) on 
account of its having been determined to hear the 
opinion of the government council on the subject of 
the arrival of the munister from the United States; 
but as soon as he was ready for the conference ar- 
ranged with me, he would have the pleasure to ad- 
vise me, as will be seen by a copy of said note, which 
I transmit herewith. 

On Saturday evening, the 13th instant, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Slidell, 1 called on the Mexican minister, 
Senor Pena, at his house, to enquire when an an- 
swer would be given to his, (Mr. Siidell’s) aforesaid 
note. He replied that the atfair bad been submitted 
to the government council, in a special session of this 
day, and that it had been referred toa committee, 
and that as soon as the commitice made a report, and 
the council should decide, he would then advise me, 
through Mr. Monasterio, when he was ready for the 
conference to present me the answer for Mr. Slidell; 
as he said when he came to examine the credentials 
of Wir. S, he found them tobe the same.as those pre- 
sented by Mr. Shannon, and other former ministers 
—as a minister to reside near the government of Mex- 
ico, just as.if there had been wo suspension of the di- 





undred and forty-five, and of the Independ- 


« 


plomatic and friendly relations between the two go- 


pression that it was the wish of the Mexican govern- | 





vernments; that the Mexican government under- 
stood the present mission to bea special mission, 
and confined to the differences in relation to the 
Texas question, and not as a mission to reside near 
the Mexican government, es in ordinary cases; that 
of course would foliow when the first question was 
decided. 

I replied that, as 1 understood it, the Mexican go- 
vernment had not only agreed to receive an envoy, 
entrusted with full power to settle the questions in 
dispute in relation the affairs of Texas, but all the 
questions in dispute’ between the two governments 
as proposed by government of the United States’ — 
He replied that the credentials of Mr. Slidell haa 
not reference to any question in dispute, but merely 
as a minister to reside near the Mexican govern- 
, ment, without reference to any questions in dispute, 
| just as if the diplomatic and friendly relations be- 
| tween the two governments had not been and were 
| not interrupted; that I knew the critical situation of 
the Mexican government, and that it had to proceed 
with great caution and circumspection in this affair; 
that the government itself was well disosed to arrang- 
ed all differences. * * : ’ 

He said he was happy to say that he had received 
very favorable information in relation to our minis- 
ter, the hon. Mr. Slidell; that he understood he was 
a person endued with excellent qualities, and an 
eminent lawyer; and as he himself was of that pro- 
fession, they would be able to understand each other 
better, and thathe would be much pleased to culti- 

vate his acquamtance; and that if etiquette and the 
| present state of affairs would permit, he would be 
happy to pay him a visit,even before he would 
presented to the government; and said he would ad- 
vise me, through Mr. Monasterio, when he was rea- 
dy to present me the answer to Mr. Slidell’s note. 

The foregoing, sir, is, as far as my recollection 
will serve, a true statement of what passed between 
the aforesaid Mexican minister and myself in the 
before mentioned interviews. 








[ENCLOSURE NO. 3 
Mr. Slidell to Mr. Pena y Pena. 
Mexico, December 15, 1845. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
had the honor on the 8th instant, to address a note to 
your excellency, informing him of the arrival of the 
undersigned in this capital, accompanying the same 
with a copy of his letters of credence, and requesting 
to be informed when and where he might have the 
honor of presenting his said letters of credence to 
the most excellent president of the Mexican repub- 
lic, gen. Jose Joaquim de Herrera. 

To this note the undersigned has notas yet receiv- 
ed any reply. He is necessarily ignorant of the rea- 
sons which have caused so long a delay; but, inas- 
much as he is desirous to communicate as speedily 
as possible with his government, he begs Jeave, most 
respectfully, to ask your excellency to inform him 
when he may expect to receive a reply to his note o 
the Sth instant. f 

The undersigned renews to his excellency Manuel 
de Ja Pena y Pena the assurance of his most distin- 
guished consideration. JOHN SLIDELL. 

His excellency Manuel de la Pena y Pena, minister 

of foreign relations and government of the Mexi- 
can republic. 


[ENCLOSURE No. 4.] 
Mr. Pena y Pena to Mr. Slidell. 
Palace of the National goverument, 
Mexico, December 16, 1845. 

The undersigned, minister of foreign relations, in 
answer to-the letter which his excellency Mr. John 
Slidell was pleased to address to him yesterday, has 
the honor to inform him that the delay in his recep- 
tion, to whieh he alludes, and the consequent delay 
in answering his preceding note, making known his 
arrival in this capital,and accompanying a copy of 
his credentials; have arisen solely from certain dif- 
ficulties oceasioned by the nature of those creden- 
tials, as compared with the proposition made by the 
United States, through their consul, to treat peace- 
fully upon the affairs of Texas, with the person who 
should be appointed to that effect; for which reason 
it has been found necessary to submit the said cre- 
dentials to the council of government, for its opi.ion 
with regard*to them. 

The undersigned will communicate the result to 
his execellency without loss of time; assuring him 
meanwhile that the government of Mexico is ready 
to proceed agreeably to what it proposed in its an- 
swer on the subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity 
to offer to his excellency Mr. Slidell the assurances 
of bis very distinguished consideration. 

MANUEL DE LA PENA Y PENA. 





His excelleney, John Slidell, Se. 
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FOREIGN. | 


The steamer Great Britain reached New York on 
the 29th, bringing Liverpool dates to the 11th inst. 
The new rig of the boat.answered well; 9} knots 
close hauled, and 11}? knots at a point or two full, 
was made. On ber 13th day out, broke an air pump, 
consequently, for six days, had to use sails only. 

The corn law bill was yet undecided in parliament 
—warmly contested between the league and the pro- 
tectionists. 

_ The Irish coercion bill had only passed its firat read- 
ing. + 

Money market rather easier. 

Cotton had advanced one-eight of a penny; but 
little speculation in the article the last week. 

Grain market rather more animated. 

Provision market rather heavy. 

Manufacturing districts complaining. 

Nothing of importance from the continent. In- 
surrection in Spain suppressed. 

Oregon question. The passage of the Oregon no- 
tice had been received in England by the way of 
Havre. 

The London Times of the 8th contains a leading ar- 
ticle on the subject of the Oregon question, which 
considers the American action on the subject favora- 
ble. Its passage had not created much surprise, 
was looked for as a matter of course, and the tone of 
the Times is evidently pacific. 

The London Sun of the 4th inst. says: “The senate 
of the United States after nine weeks’ tedious dis- 
cussion, have at last brought their deliberations on 
the Oregon question to a close, and a resolution as 
mild and inoffensive, and indeed friendly towards 
England, as the most sincere advocates of peace in 
both countries desire—with few exceptions, at least 
as far as our attention has been directed to the long 
speeches—the language was conciliatory and prudent 
—it displayed but little of the animosity which dis- 
tinguished the harangues in the house of representa- 
tives. The speakers, in general, showed that they 
were practical men, and resolved to follow a safe 
and peaceful line of conduct, spite of the fiery de- 
nunciations of the mob orators, and the no less fiery 
and warlike message of the president.” 
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“For Cauirornia, Ho!” The St. Louis Republi 
can publishes the following letter dated, Indian coun- 
try, 20 miles west of Independence, Mo., May 10th, 
1846. The company bound for California is com- 
posed of as much intelligence and respectability cer- 
tainly, as ever wended their way to a new country, 
and the integrals are representatives from almost 
every slate in the Union. I was just visited by a 
gentleman and lady each, who came from the wide- 
ty seemnes states of Louisiana and Pennsylvania. 

e have, also, clergymen, lawyers, physicians, paint 
ers, and mechanics of every trade, including some 
jolly printers. 

e will wait here for all the emigrants to come 
up, when we will organize, and begin in earnest our 
long journey, which will probably be accomplished, 
by Monday evening so as to admit of our final depar- 
ture on Tuesday morning. 

The emigrants are provided with every comfort 
ugcessary for a six month’s trip, and the mode of 
travel is light wagons universally drawn by oxen and 
usually about three yoke to a wagon. 

It is impossible to form any thing like an accurate 
idea of our number, but it is very large, far more 
than I had dared to hope; I can now count from my 
present humble seat over one hundred wagons, and, 
estimating each wagon to contain five souls, we have 
at this encampment at least five hundred persons, all 
bound for California. The number, | think, cannot 
fall short of one thousand. 

The Oregon fever has abated, and I think the num- 
ber cannot be large that wili strive for a place in the 
debateable land. 

I have just received a letter from Col. Kearney, 
at Fort Leavenworth, to whom | sent an express to 
know something of the Mormons, who are crossing 
the Missouri river in great numbers at St. Josephs. 
He informs me. that at Jeast two thousand have ac- 
tually passed, and that others are daily crossing. He 





. sions in Illinois, and the editor of the St. Louis Re- 


‘tute of the assistance which might be expected in a 





represents them as well provided with all needful 
munitions of war, including a,train of, artillery, but | 
thinks that they have no hustile intentions towards | 
us, unless it be to Gov. Boggs, whom he desites me 
to caution to be on the alert. 

I design to treat them with a proper courtesy, but 
if they will not receive our passing, friendship, why 
they must take their own course, but they .cannol 
bully this crowd without paying a price that.even.a 
Mormon will not relish, Buti do not expect any 
trouble whatever with them, and it is, therefore, in 
bad taste tv comment about it. 

My mess consists of Messrs. Edwin Bryant, late 





editor of the Louisville Courier, who is preparing to 


eee 


write a book, and a good one may be expected; and 
also sons of Joha 1. Jacoband Dr. Ewing, of Louis- 
ville; and, as the Yankees say, two helps. 


The Mormons are now fast leaving their posses- 


publican, who spent three days in Nauvoo and the 
surrounding country for the purpose of observing the 
actual state of affairs, describes the whole aspect of 
the country as one of extreme desolation and de- 
sertion. No crops are growing or being planted, 
fences destroyed, and houses deserted. Families re- 
maining are making preparations to go, and the great 
business of the city is making wagons and preparing 
for the trip. City lots, buildings, and farms are sac- 
rificed at half their value, for oxen, cattle, or such 
articles of merchandize as they can barter, or carry 
away with them. A portion of the church proper- 
ty, which is large, has been sold to a Pennsylvania 
company for manufacturing purposes, the motive 
power to be obtained from the Mississippi river.— 
The trustees of the church have been authorized to 
sell the temple, which has cost in money and labors 
of the Mormons upwards of a million of dollars, 
though it would have been built by contract for less 
than half the sum. They offer to sell it for $200,- 
000. 

The Mormon emigrants leave in companies of 





four to six and ten wagons, and the editor of the 
Republican says, ‘‘some of them are tolerably well ; 
provided with teams and provisions, buta very large | 
portion present the appearance of being lly provided | 
forso longatrip. Many of them are going with 
poor teams and an amount of provisions insufficient 
for their subsistence for two months, if so long. In- 
deed, the stock of provisions for the whole com- 
pany, so far as one may judge from appearances, 
cannot sustain the crowd until the fall, much less 
support them through the coming winter. If they 
should fail to make a good crop this year, at the 
stopping place, it cannot be otherwise than that ma- 
ny of them, especially the women and children, aud 
the aged and decrepic, must be sorely presseed by 
starvation, if many of them do not literally perish 
from famine in the plains. They take with them 
their milch cows and their teams, being chiefly oxen. 
These will furnish food in the last resort. But, even 
with this resource, they have a very scanty supply. 
Of those whose condition is calcujated to arouse 
sympathy, are a number of women, many of whom 
have large families of children, inadequately pro- 
vided with provisions, &c., and without the assist- 
auce or protection of any male person. How they 
expect to get through the journey, we cannot con- 
ceive. ‘The church may give them some protection 
and assistance, but in ali the preliminary prepara- 
tions, and in setting out onthe journey, these women 
seemed to rely on themselves and their children, 
when they happened to be of an age to render any 
aid whatever. 


In the midst of this scene, in which there is pre- 
sented an abandonment of their homes, the breaking 
up of social relations, a sacrifice of property, and 
inability to procure the necessary equipments and 
provisions—witb an indefinite journey before them, 
a journey of months, probably years, through plains 
and over mountains, occupied by Indians, and desti- 


civilized couniry—the spectator cannot failto be 
struck with the lightness of heart, apparent cheer- 
fulness, and sanguine hopes with which families bid 
adieu to their friends, and set out on their journey. 
Occasionally the reverse of this is met with, but the 
great mass go forth, sustained and cheered by the 
promises of their leaders, and, strange as it may 
seem, a most devout conviction of the truth of their 
religion, and the rewards which they are to receive 
from heaven for their present sacrifices. No sect of 
religious enthusiasts were ever more firmly convinced 
of the entire truth of their creed than these people. 
Their trials and privations they regard as a species 
of martyrdom, which they must not shrink from, and 
for which they will be spiritually and temporally re- 
warded in due season. ‘Their enthusiasm, or fanati- 
cism, is stimulated by songs and hymns, in which 
their men, women, and children join, and containing 
allusions to their persecutions; and the names of 
Oregon and California, and the hopes that await 
them, are mingled with their religious belief and fu- 
ture expectations.” 

They are crossing the river every day from Nau- 
voo, and a large number cross at Madison. Bad 
roads and high waters have detain d them. It is 
difficult to arrive at the number who have crossed, 
and are on the way. The first party, which crossed 
the river in February, have progressed as far as the 
east fork of Grand river, about 200 miles west of 
Nauvoo, within the territory of lowa. This part 
are styled the Camp of Israel, and have with them the 
Council of Twelve and most of the leading men of 


Y | providing necessaries for them. 





the church. From the best information we could 


obtain, this camp includes about 3000 souls. Be° 
tween the camp and the Mississippi river there js 
said to be about 1500 wagons. Major Warren, who 
on Friday last, visited the camps within ten miles of 
Montrose, estimates the number of teams at about 
one thousand. Allowing five or six souls to a wagon 
—and the estimate is a reasonable one—it would 
give about seven thousand persons between the Mis. 
sissippi and Grand river. 
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Tue Orecon Desate 1n THE U. S. Senare.— 
Col. Benton having prepared an elaborate argu. 
ment on the Oregon question, bas had the attention 
of the United States senate, as well as of a very 
crowded audience, for three days in its delivery: two 
days last week and concluded one day this week.— 
He assumes the 49th parallel as the true boundary 
to which the United States have undoubted right— 
and for which the whole country would fight. He 
thinks the dispute ought to be settled by accepting 
that boundary. 

Gen. Cass has obtained the floor, to reply to Col, 
Benton. 

The question pending in senate, was on a motion 
to postpone the Oregon Occupation bill. 


Tue Narionay Fair, at Washington continues to 
be incessantly crowded. The managers advertised 
on Thursday that owing to the fatigue of the per- 
sons who exhibit, the fair would be concluded on 
Saturday (to-day.) Next day the advertisement was 
recalled. Goods continue to be poured in as well 
as visiters, and the period of closing was postponed 
to Wednesday next. 

We reserve, for a regular though brief account of 
the whole exhibit a place in a future number. 


Coprer.—Most marvellous developements are 
made in the Lake Superior Copper region. One 
cargo of oar reached Buffalo a few days since des- 
tined for an eastern company, said to be worth at 
least $300,000. A mass of solid copper is spoken 
of as having been uncovered at one mine for a dis- 
tance of forty feet, and its end not yet found. 


Came HEALTH. The celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
of Philadelphia, was a man of greatindustry and scien- 
tific knowledge, and a close observer of facts, as well as 
a builder of theories. He was physician general of the 
army of the United States during the greater portion of 
the revolution—and in that capacity rendered important 
services to his country. After peace was established, he 
published in a brief and much condensed form, the re- 
sult of his investigation and observation on the subject 
of the health of the military men in active service, which 
embrace some valuable as well as curious facts. Froin 
this work we learn that the principal diseases which 
proved fatal, were putrid fevers; frequently produced by 
the want of sufficient room and and cleauliness, and a 
want of a free circulation of air, in the hospitals. We 
also learn the following tacts: 

“The army, when it lay in tents, was always more 
sickly than when it lay in the open air; it was always 
more healthy when kept in motion than when it lay 1n 
an encampment. 

Milita officers and soldiers who enjoyed health dar 
ing a campaign, were often seized with fevers upon their 
return to the vifa mollis, at their respective. homes.— 
There was one instance of a mila captain, who was 
seized with convulsions the first night he Jaid on a fea- 
ther bed, after. laying several months on a inatress on 
the ground. The fever was produced by the sudden 
change in the manner of sleeping, living, &c. It was 
prevented in many cases, by the person lying, for a few 
nights after his return to his family, on a blanket befure 
the fire. 

“I'l:ose officers who wore flannei shirts or waistcoals 
next to their skin. in general escaped feveis, and dis- 
eases of all kinds. 

‘*Lads under twenty years of age were subject to the 
greatest number of camp diseases. 

“The souther: troops were more sickly than the north: 
ern or eastern troops. 

“The native Americans were more sickly than the 
Europeans. 

‘Men avove thirty and thirty-five years of age were 
the hardiest scidiers in the army. Perhaps this was the 
reason why the Europeans were more healthy than (he 
native Americans; they were more advanced in life. 

“The troops from Maryland, Virginia, and North Ca- 
rolina, sickened for the want of salt provisions. 1 
strength and spirits were only to be restored to them. by 
tneans of salt bacon. I once saw a private in a Virginls 
regiment throw away his ration of choice fresh beef, an 4 
give seven shillings and six-pence, specie, for a poune 
of salt meat. abs sale 

‘Most of the sufferings and mortality in our hospit@ 
were occasioned not so much by aciua paeeed y aes 4 

by the ignorance, negligence, &C-, 
of any thing, as by g Py gy ; 
and directing apartments were separat«d (agreeable a 
the advice of Dr. Monro) in the year 1778, very few 
the Aimericanarmy died in our hospitals. 
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